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Christmas-God o6s Gi f
IWHEN THE GOD’S GIFT
IBOXES ARE OF JESUS
ALL EMPIED:

When the time had fully come, God
senthis Son, born of a woman, born
under law,to redeem those under
law, that we might receive the full
rights of sons.

Galatians 4:45

ltds the moment
wait so excitedly: the time for tearing
open Christmas pr
to see lheir excitement and joy to find
out what lies beneath the bow an
paper. But often, just as quickly as thg
excitement erupted, it begins tg
disappear. When the flying bows ang
paper settle, feelings of
disappointment and ingratitude sg
often start to surfze. The moment
everyone so eagerly looked forwarg
to so soon ends up becoming yet
another disappointment.

For so many the Christmas season alf
celebration ends up like the boxe
strewn across the flodrempty.
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Christmas is about giving and

e

receiving gifts but its focus is not on the
gifts pd pyegenis placed under a tree.
The focus of Christmas is a baby who is
God in human flesh placed in a manger.

Christmas is the ¢ebration of the gift of
Goddés One and Only
gave t o t hegiftthatt deed, I
that you need, that this whole world
needs. You see, this woddncluding

you and mé is wrapped and covered in
sin. ltds this covi
us empty and disappointed and looking
for more gifts and other presents that we
hope will fillthe void. But t hey c:

't is only through t
and his life and deatlthat removes from
you the ugly covering and wrapping of
your sins. Jesus did not come to be
placed under a Christmas tree, but to
hang upon a tree, nas an ornament, but
as theOne who would die upon it to pay
r.all of r sins. His petfect, jinnocent
|fe!r and \g)é@lih grrl? giﬂg5 hFPé E)ffgr(s]I ?o %oﬁ to
rgage yPUShis pe(chtéagd hfl)l)hcpilpl Ianld i
heir of hedven.
Christmas is so much more than presents
placed beeat h a tr ee. It
certain fulfill ment
treasured gift to you, your Savior from
sin, Jesus Christ. |
share with vyou. I t 6
enjoy with you this season and all year
long.
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The Birth of our Savior, Jesus

ZIAnd it came to pass in those days, that there
went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the
world should be taxed?(And this taxing was first
made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

Casar AugUstus
1* Emperor of the Roman Empire

3And all went to be taxed, every one into his own
city. “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city qf
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was
of the house and lineage of Davidio be taxed
with Mary his espoused wife, being great with
child.
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Joseph & Mary register in the census
& pay their tax

®And so it was, hat, while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered.
'And she brought forth her firstborn son, and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger; because there was no room for them in the
inn.

8And there werén the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. °And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about
them: and they were sore afraid.




%And the angel said unto thenfear not: for,
behold, 1 bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all peopléFor unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord. *?And this shall bea sign unto you; Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in sddling clothes, lying in

a manger.

13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitud
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying
YGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peact
good will toward men.

®And it came to pass, as the angels wgoae
away from them into heaven,
one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethleher
and see this thing which is come to pass, which th
Lord hath made known unto us®And they came
with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and tH
babelying in a manger.

YAnd when they had seeit, they made known
abroad the saying which was told them concernin
this child. *®And all they that hearét wondered at

the shepherds sajid
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those things which were told them by the shepherds.
9But Mary kept all these thingand ponderethem

in her heart. °And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things that
they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

SHARING
OUR fAITH

Jesus is born! He is Christ, the LORD. He is your
Savior. Trust him. Telbthers.

o 4 Sk

Why The Decline?

| was sitting in my chair wondering why there is
such a decl i ne i nTheoBible
warns us about such times:

Wi

®For the time will come when men will not put
up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their
own desies, they will gather around them a
great number of teachers to say what their
itching ears want to hear? They will turn their
ears away from the truth and turn aside to
myths(2 Timothy 4:3,4).

Now, it occurred to me that WELS is one of the
very few clurch bodies that holds to the truth of the
Bible. With all the turmoil | the world, one would

think that people would be looking for something

The King James Version, (Cambridge:
Cambridge) 1769.
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that, no matter what happens, would give ther
something to hold on toThat obviously is not the
case.

lamext emel y bl essed to b
by faith in Jesus, and | e the privilege of having
been able to study his Word in truth and purifs
you continue in Godos
too have this blessing.

Wo

| thank God for blessing me dnmy Christian
family and friends.

In Christ,

Ross
Bannister,

Elder

Pennsylvania, the cruiser Helena and the flagship
Argonne can all be seen in the swirling palls of
dense smoke.

Sty yearodgo 06 Datémber €, 1941, the Japanese
attacked Pearl Harbor in the Hawaiianardds,
provoking the United States to enter World War 11,
against mot dnly Japdn, butnGermany,r lialy, yand
some ot her smal/l countri
his speech to Congress that day, President
Roosevelt announced the attack, using the words
Y e say,&ecd7, 1941 a date which will live in
infamy - the United States of America was suddenly
and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of
t he Empi r e Congress] gp@nded dy
declaring war against the Axis. The country
responded with #otal effort of material, manpower,
and money to support a series of battles including
Africa, ltaly, D-Day and the Battle of the Bulge, to
vanquish Germany; in the Pacific Ocean area, there
were battles in China, Guadalcanal, Midway,
Okinawa, and Iwo Jimaslands, capped off with
bombing of Japands mai nl
unconditional surrender on September 2, 1945. The
victory was won at an estimated cost of 292,131
American, 38,573,000 civilian, and 54,770,000 total
deaths, and $288 Billion (194illars).

Remember Pearl Harbor!
by Robert Taylor

December 7, 1941. Japanese Aichi eimanbers
make a final attempt to destroy the USS Nevada i
she lay beached at Hospital Point. Behind her th
destroyer USS Shaw is on fire, moments latex s
will explode. In the docks beyond, the battleshif
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Iwo Jima Monument in Washington, D.C.

As we approach the celebration of the birth of Jesus
at Christmas, we should recall, beyond the
festivities, joy, and celebratignthat this event was
also a significant step in the battle by Jesus to
secure our eternal salvation in heaven. Our
Christian ndate of i nf an
of Eden with the Fall of mankind into Sin.



The battle with &tan was now engaged directly by
our Savior He was spared from the wrath of
Herod. He overcame thtemptatons by the devil

and his demons. He was persecuted by the Jews.
He was sentenced tucifixion by Pontius Pilate.
Finally, diedon the Cros$ all thisto gain salvation

for you and me and all mankindBetter than VE
Day or VJ Day was Jesus?®é
from the cross (VC Day):

Al t 1 s o0@dhml9:80h e d !

Jesusd victory over sin,
hell and over the dévand his power, wasettified
Rl &% R by his Resurrection on Easter, the victory in
TR S STl O response to the Fal our fAdat evasof
"Expulsion from the Garden" complete.

by Gustave Dore

The battle plan was immediately announced and
implemented. God proclaimed to Satan in Genesjs
3:15

Al wi || put enmity bef weeé an,
and between your offspring and hers; he will
crush your head, and Jyou eel . 0

Progress in the preparation for the final battle on
Good Friday was continually communicated and
prepared by Godhrough events in history. Then,
our first glimpse of the battles that would give ug
victory, possi bDay oourwa&hrt
birth of our Savior, which we celebrate on
Christmas.

Resurrection of Christ by Noel Coype

So we Christians view Christmas as a wonderful
stepin Godds plan for our
celebrate this day by itself and thent it in the
closet until next year.Rather,Christmas laurftes

us through Epiphany, the Lenten season, to Easter,
knowing that the ultimate celebration is our delivery
from the curse of sin and eternal life in heaven with
Jesus.

This true peace is not for believers to hoard for
themselves, but to share with athevho have not
heard the Good News. We reach out with that
Good News of Salvation through Jesus by (1) self
; NN | < example and testimony to family and friends; (2)
iAdoration of the shep h®ptgcengreggtipnalcastivity gn qaire worship and
witnessing; (3) "Synod outreach through mission

Paged



and worker training. Our congregation is still trying
to establish an Evangelism committee and w
would welcome your participation. Also, we nee
your use of the
those you may want some help for those that

comfored with the Good News that the events o

e

our spiritual #Athe dat ¢
for all! We look forward in helping you in this
work.

Yy S ARy 4
AW .

Edward Stadler,

WELS

Christ's Love, Qur Calling.

Board of Outreach
Together

/@
YWY
November 15, 2011

The Synodical Council (SC) held its regular fall
meeting on Nov. 4 and 5. At that meeting, the SC
addressed ecent developments in the plans tg
relocate the synod administrative offices.

The move to the newly acquired building in
Pewaukee, Wis., had been tentatively scheduled f
mid-December. These plans have now been put on
hold. Only days before the end of theéd u g
diligenceo period, the
offer to purchase the current administration building
unexpectedly withdrew that offer, stating that he
had concluded his planned project for the site was
not financially feasible for him at this ten

The SC is committed to reducing the financial risk
to the synod. It determined the best course of actiq
is to consider all options and appointed a task forge
to weigh the options and evaluate additional
information as it is gathered. These optionsudel

making new efforts to find a buyer for the curren
administration building as well as pursuing the
possible sale of the newly acquired building. Thg
task force will bring possible courses of action tg

A1%
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the Executive Committee of the SC. Full SC
approvalwill be necessary before any final actions.

In other business, the SC received reports from
support departments and from subsid'iaﬁ/t
organizations. It also received reports from each
area of ministry on progress made in implementing
the #Al n Clngrasge plal:\.ITImerpIarr‘Wﬂlfa 9
be continually monitored and adjusted as necessary.
In order to implement the plan as adopted by the
synod convention, Congregation Mission Offerings
will need to begin to increase again; the total given
by congregations fohte synoddés wor k
virtually flat for the past three years. The SC was
informed that the Conference of Presidents will be
addressing this challenge in the coming year.

One other not® the SC directed the administration
to work with other synodicalentities (such as
synodical schools and subsidiaries) to reduce or
eliminate duplication of staffing and programs in
finance and technology.

The next meeting of the Synodical Council is
scheduled for February 2012.

Serving in Christ,
Mark Schroeder

WELS members respond to critical
need in Indonesia

ed

members have responded swiftly and generously to
a critical ministry need in Indonesia. As aagpeal
sent on Oct. 17 explained, WELS' sister church
body - Gereja Lutheran Indonesia (GLH was
required to construct a legally recaged central
office in West Timor by the end of 2011.



Land and construction costs for such an office conle
to about $35,000, an amount beyond the means |of
the sister church. WELS members stepped in and
responded to the need. Congregations and
individuals hae donated more than $40,000 in
response to the -appeal, and the Ministry of

Christian Giving is continuing to receive donations
All the additional funds over and above the cost g
the central office will be used for transportation and
materials to trairevangelists in the remote province
in West Timor where most ministry is taking place.

|

AThese gifts, 0 says ReV
of WELS Board for Wo r |
they did in these financially difficult times, were a
cause for speciatejoicing and an answer to our
prayers. | am thankful to the Lord and to all thosg
members of our synod whose faith and committe|
gifts helped the Lordé6
need. 0O

m o W

GLI leaders are purchasing the needed land thi
week, and construan of the building will begin
soon. Outreach efforts in West Timor began six
years ago when GLI sent an evangelist there. Today
in West Timor, GLI has more than 950 souls, eigh
national church leaders, and 12 congregations.

Bible Translation Information

New pages on the

WELS Web site have been created to inform bot
called workers and laypeople on Bible translatiol
evaluation issues. The new Web pagesare part

of the Translation Eva
efforts t o Afeducat e
principles that we ought to use to evaluate the Bible
transl|l ationso as direcg
convention.

- 3

t

The issues are critical now that the 19&4sion of
the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible is
being phased out by the publisher and is being
replaced by the 2011 NIV. Delegates to the distrig
conventions next summer will be asked to vote o
which Bible translation to use for synod
publcations.

~+
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Resources on the Web site include detailed
evaluations of the NIV 2011 translation, discussions
of its pros and cons, a look at other translations, and
a study on translation theory, among other
resources. More essays, evaluations, and resources
will be added as they are available. To view the
resources, go teww.wels.net/translation

The TEC is planning a wkshop for Jan.-5, 2012,

at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wis., to
provide a handsn translation and evaluation
experience. Two representatives from each of the 12
districts were chosen to attend. Attendancé rsa
limited to 40 for the event.

Correction

In a Nov. 1 story about the recent graduation
ceremony in Hong Kong, we incorrectly reported
that the four graduates were four women. Actuallym€
there were two women graduates from Asia
Lutheran Seminary, and one woman and a man
receiving certificate®f completion from the South
Asia Lutheran Evangelical Mission.

WELS in the news

A Nov. 13
article from The Journal in New Ulm, Minn.,
featured the National Choral Festival, held at Martin
Luther College from Nov. 113. About 450
students from 22 WELS high schools aroundEthCe)

al

' Lcountry participated.
t he

WELS National Choral Fest held
this weekend
November 13, 2011
By Serra Muscatelle Staff Writer, The Journal

NEW ULM - This weekend Martin Luther College
(MLC) in New Ulm has been hosting 450 singers
from 22 Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
(WELS) Lutheran high schoals

) d


http://www.wels.net/about-wels/synod-reports/bible-translation/choosing-best-bible-translation-wels-publications
http://www.nujournal.com/page/content.detail/id/526613.html

The high school students have been participating |n
the WELS National Choral Festival which is being
held Nov. 1113.

"This is a wonderful opportunity for MLC to host
this event, to have these young people on our
campus and also to welcome their famil\wbo
come for the concerts,"” said John Nolte who is the
festival's coordinator. Nolte also serves as chairman
of the Music Division at MLC.

Nolte added that MLC invited these high schools t
come here for this festival.

OJ

"Our hope is that they'll considerIM to prepare to
be a pastor, teacher, staff minister or early
childhood teacher,” said Nolte, "They're very
talented young people. We're very fortunate."

A Sacred Concert will be held at 2 p.m. today
(Sunday) in the MLC Luther Student Center
Gymnasium. Th concert will be streamed live at
MLC TV.

A Pops Concert was held on Friday evening. Tr;Je
high school choirs performed show choir musical
numbers. There were about 2,000 people i
attendance for the pops concert, Nolte said.

=

Many of the high school studenbegan arriving on
Thursday for the festival. The kids have come from
various states like Arizona, Washington, Soutl
Dakota, Wisconsin, lllinois, Michigan and
Minnesota.

—J

While they are here the students are staying with
local WELS church families from Hchinson to St.
Clair and from Belle Plaine to St. James.

Rehearsals for the concerts began on Friday
morning, Nolte said.

In preparation of the Sacred Concert today, the high

schools have been grouped into three choirs of 150

students each, Nolte said.

Theconcert will also feature some music with all of
the choirs singing together. The last number of the
Sacred Concert will feature all of the high schoo|
students singing with the MLC college choir
members.

The guest conductors for the weekend were Mf.
Jondghan Laabs (Kettle Moraine Lutheran High
School, Jackson, Wis.) conducting the Laudate
Choir, Dr. Kermit Moldenhauer (MLC) conducting
the Cantate Choir, and Mrs. Katherine Tiefe

Page/

(Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Houston, Texas) conducting the date Choir.

[Professor Leonard Proeber of MLS and the Hardin
Street Harmony swing choir attended; Mrs. Sherry
Kunde was chaperone.]

Staff photo by Serra Muscéie

On Nov. 5, Fox 6 News out of Milwaukee
interviewed the family of a man killed in a wrong
way crash on the Interstate. He was the father of
two students at Luther Preparatory School,
Watertown, Wis. The f ami
message of forgiveness.

Jenna Sachs FOX6 Reporter
11:17 p.m. CDT, November 5, 2011

WITI-TV, MILWAUKEE &

Two people were killed after one of the drivers was
traveling the wrong way on -4 early Saturday
morning. Their vehicles collided heae in the
eastbound lane at Maple Ave. in the Town of
Delafield.

One of the victims is 4Y¥earold Brian St.
Germaine from Watertown.

He was traveling in the correct direction on
eastbound 494 when a car driven by a 4#arold

woman from Pewaukee slammed into his vehicle.
Unfortunately, both of the drivers died at the scene.

FOX6 News had a chance to sit down with
Germaine's family.

He leaves behind three daughters, ages 11,nM#, a
15. His wife, Nicole, describes Brian as a devoted
dad who coached his daughter's sports team and
brought laughter and energy into their home.

WITI-TV, TOWN OF DELAFIELDS

Two people were killed after one of the drivers was
traveling the wrong way on-94. Their vehicles


http://www.fox6now.com/news/witi-20111105-wrong-way-crash-victim,0,1643196.story

collided heaebn in the eastbound lane at Maple
Ave. in the Town of Delafield.

Prior to the accident, dispatchers received several
calls about a vehicle going the wrong way on th
Interstate. Waukesha County Sheriff's Departmer
and Stae Patrol officers were immediately
dispatched to try and stop the vehicle driven by 44

yearold female driver.

(D

Reports say the vehicle was swerving and takin
evasive action to avoid crashing into oncoming
traffic.

g

The female driver crashed into a-ydarold male
driver right in front of a sheifis deputy. Both
drivers suffered extensive injuries and died on th
scene.

e

[-94 eastbound was closed for more than three hod
after the crash.

The accident is still under investigation.

"We're gonna talk about him all the time. All the
time we're gonnaatk about him and keep every
wonderful memory about him absolutely in the
present,” she says. "It hasn't sunk in. It comes in af
out."

Police have identified the wrong way driver ag
Dawn Ewing.

Police say Ewing was forcing cars and drivers off
the road wkn she traveled nearly seven miles in th
wrong direction. Witnesses indicate she made n
attempt to slow down or try and turn around.

D
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St. Germaine was on his way to work for somg
overnight training. Nicole says by 3:30 a.m. sh{
knew something was wrong.

A"

"Whenever we go to work, we text or call the othe
one to let us know that we got there safely, and H
didn't,” she says.

e

The Nov. 4 issue of théreen Bay Press Gazette
highlighted the ministry of Rev. Roy Beyer of St.
Paul, Algoma, Wis. On Nov. 6, Beyer preached his
last sermon before retirement.
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Pastor Beyer to preach last sermon
before retirement

Pastor Roy Beyer, left, and his wie, Charlene,
are getting ready to enjoy retirement after
serving St. Paul's Lutheran Church,Algoma,
since 1991.
After 35 years of serving St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, Algoma, Pastor Roy Beyer has decided to
retire

Beyer's last sermon will be preached on Nov. 6,
followed by a potluck recognitiodinner at St.
Paul's school put on by the Women of St. Paul's.

Beyer graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary in 1976 and was assigned to serve as
pastor of St. Peter's Lutheran (bh, St. Albert,
Alberta, Canada. After 7% years, he accepted a call
to Syndoulos Lutheran in Fairbanks, Alaska. In
December 1990, the voters of St. Paul's, Algoma,
called Beyer to be the administrative pastor of the
congregation. He accepted the call d&®han his
ministry in Algoma in March 1991.

Beyer has served St. Paul for more than 20 years.
During his ministry, Beyer also served the charge at
large in various capacities. He was a circuit pastor,
the coordinator for special ministries in the
Northern Wisconsin District and chairman of the
Northern Wisconsin District Board of Appeals.

Being elected as member of the Martin Luther
College Governing Board, which he served for 12
years, was one of the great privileges of his
ministry, Beyer says. He was csetary of the
Governing Board for 10 of those years. Martin
Luther College is in New Ulm, Minn., and trains
young men and women to become pastors, teachers
and staff members in the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod.


http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/article/20111105/GPG1008/111050331/Pastor-Beyer-preach-last-sermon-before-retirement
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/article/20111105/GPG1008/111050331/Pastor-Beyer-preach-last-sermon-before-retirement##
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/article/20111105/GPG1008/111050331/Pastor-Beyer-preach-last-sermon-before-retirement##

The Beyers make their home in Algoraad look
forward to being active in the community and in
their church. Pastor Beyer extends his sincef
thanks to all those who have made his ministry &
St. Paul's such a blessing.

The Nov. 1 issue ofhe Northwesternfeatured an
article on how Grace Lutheran School, Oshkosh,
Wis., is using Chromebook computers in the
classroom, one of the first three schools in th
nation to do so.

Oshgosh (WI) Northwestern
Area schools getting tech savvy with
IPads, Chromebooks, netbooks

Written by
Adam Rodewald
of The Northwestern a Gannett Company

4%
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Children in Peter lles classroom start the day by
logging into the cloud throughtheir new
Chromebook computers

Using Goale Apps for Education, the students of
this split seventh and eighthgrade classroom at
Grace Lutheran School can instantly access lessgns
and homework while their teacher, lles, acts as |a
facilitator tracking students' work in real time and
offering moe individualized attention.

a =
@ (@

o

Paged

7th grader Kennedy Wheelergets a close look at
her Chromebook that she is using in class as she
works on her interactive project. Grace
Lutheran school purchased / leased 20 of the
chromebooks from Google. The students mix
book work with with the Google Chrome
browser for an interactive learning experience. /
Oshkosh Northwestern photo by Joe Sienkiewicz

In many ways, this educator and principal of a small
private school in Oshkosh has set up the classroom
of the future others in the city, statedanation are
striving towards.

Several private and public schools from Oshkosh
are introducing mobile technology, including tablet
computers and netbooks, into their classrooms for
the first time this year.

Five elementary schools in the Oshkosh public
school district are integrating iPads into their
classrooms this fal . Grace Lutheran became one
of the first three schools in the nation to use
Google's Chromebooks.

"We went from zero technology to cutting edge,"
said lles, who is also the principal ofshsmall
school. The technology has helped change his
teaching style from fact memorization to discovery.

"I'm able to give my students the ability to create
within a digital space, whether that's creating flow
charts, maps or searching the Web for stoiliesin

let them discover and create on their own, and that
makes (school) a much more personal experience
for them,"” he saié .

Grace Lutheran also chose to buy Chromebooks,
Google's clouébased version of a netbook, instead
of tablets because of the pridees said. His school
can't afford to purchase all new computers, but
Google allows him to rent the 20 Chromebooks for
$400 per month.


http://www.thenorthwestern.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201111020418/OSH0105/111020469
mailto:arodewal@gannett.com

lles said he doesn't believe he will overpay in th
long run because the Chromebooks use free,-We
based applicationgliminating the need to pay for
renewing software licenses. He also doesn't need
pay for maintaining a physical server because th
devices are fully based on the Web.

November 17, 2011
Sad & Disturbing News

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

We have somevery sad and disturbing news to
share with you.

On Wed., Nov. 16, we were informed that WELS
Director of Communications Mr. Joel Hochmuth
was arrested on charges of possessing chi
pornography. Acting on a tip from the FBI Cyber|
Crimes Task Force, officer executed search
warrants at his home and at the syno(
administration building and seized computers an
other items as a part of their investigation.

At this time, we know only what was contained in
the police report and reported in the media. Thos
repots indicate that images of child pornography
were found on the seized computers and on dg
storage devices.

Hochmuth has been employed for the past fiv
years in the WELS administrative headquarters 4
the director of communications.

We take allegationsush as these very seriously and

emphasize that WELS has absolutely no tolerang
for the kind of behavior that has been alleged.

Hochmut hés empl oyment
suspended until the facts of the case are full
known.

We have informed the authtes that we are
committed to cooperate fully with them in their
investigation.

We pray
Hochmuth family.

for Godds graci

We pray for the innocent victims of the production
and distribution of child pornography wherever anc
whenever it occurs.

We also ask for your continuing prayers for our

synod. Satan is truly a powerful enemy seeking t
under mi ne and destroy
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church. But we pray that our heavenly Father woul

(experienced

remind us that we have a more powerful Gocdwh
promises that the gates of hell itself will not prevail
against his church.

Serving with you in Christ,
Rev. Mark SchroederWELS President

November 22, 2011

Update
Sad & Disturbing News

On Thurs., Nov. 17, we informed you that WELS
Director of Communictions Mr. Joel Hochmuth
had been arrested for possession of child
pornography. He was immediately suspended until
the facts of the situation could be determined. On
Nov. 18, after more information became available
and some of the facts were establisheds hi
employment with the synod was terminated.

We continue to cooperate fully with the authorities
as this matter moves through the legal process.
Initial information from authorities indicates these
allegations focus solely on Mr. Hochmuth and no
one else conected with our synod. Since Mr.
Hochmuth was not a pastor or teacher and served in
an administrative posi
headquarters, his work did not bring him into
contact with children in anything other than public
settings.

We have reassigned éhcommunication duties to
other members of our staff. We will be evaluating
how these duties can best be carried out in the
future. We are thankful for the support,
understandi ng, and praye
as we move beyond this difficult time. 1

We continue to be saddened by these events. We
urge all to pray for the innocent children who are
victimized by those who produce, distribute, and
use these kinds of materials. We also ask that you
would continue to keep the Hochmuth family in
your prayers stwell. It is an understatement to §ay
that they are going through a difficult time. Ask
God to give them strength, comfort, and guidance
through his powerful Word.

Christians are not [
David, Paul, and Peter all knew from pmal

experience that believers can and do commit terrible
and unspeakable sin. But they also knew and
the restori

0 Joel Hochmuth knows this as well. Joel is receiving
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pastoral care from his pastors and others. We are at a press conference one day after a major legal

confident that the powerful working of the Holy
Spirit i n Goddés Word hi
and repent of his sin, and we also know that he h
sought and received the comfort of forgiveness i
the redeeming sacrifice of our Savior. Please pra
that Joelwill continue to be assured of forgiveness
at the foot of the cro
restore him, renew him, and strengthen his faith.

Serving in Christ,
Rev. Mark SchroederWELS President
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World's First Human Embryonic
Stem Cell Trial Halted

Geron Corporation, the biotech company that bega
the first U.S. FDAapproved human embryonic
stem cell tri§ announced it has ended the progran
citing financial concerns. The Califorrmased

company began the trial last April testing
embryoniestem cells on patients with spiraird

injuries. In Tuesday's news release, Geron said
will concentrate on the delopment of its two

cancer drugs which are currently in advanced pha
2 clinical trials. "Geron plans to close the
GRNOPCL1 trial for spinal cord injury to further
enrollment, although it will continue to follow all
enrolled patients, accruing data andlafing FDA

and the medical community on their progress.” A

total of 38% of Geron's workforce has been release
as a result of the shutdown of the stem cell trial.

[SOURCE: 11/15/1%1 LifeNews.com]

Canadian Panel Urges
for Legalization of Assisted Suicide

The Royal Society of Canada panel Tuesda
recommended the decriminalization of doetor
assisted suicide for competent adults. In the repg
entitled "Endof-Life Decision Making," the six
member panel urged to legalize assistadida and
voluntary euthanasia including cases in which

challenge began in British Columbia's Supreme

h s Cobrtr iovolgng ta @anadiant veoman ewdtlo gaui z

AS
n

y

11

—

it

14

d

y

rt

A

patient is not terminally ill. The report was release(

)

Gehrg's disease who wants to allow her physician
to terminate her life before she becomes completely
disabled. The findings from the panel reveal

Canadians also do not have access to high quality
s palliativedaret h at

Godos

Although the panel was meant to be neuttiag
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition of Ontario
dismissed the report before it even became public,

grace

saying at least one of the panel members is a noted

euthanasia advocate. "When we further investigated
the panel members it was clear that ... this report

would be a preeuthanasia propaganda report,” the

group said in a news release Mondd$OURCES:
11/14/11 - Euthanasia Prevention Coalition;
11/15/11- therecord.com]

Korean Scientist Plans to Clone
Human Embryonic-Stem Cells

An embryologist from South Koegeplans to clone
the world's first human embryonic stem cells.
Professor Park Sgill at Jeju National University
plans to start cloning human embryos next year and
expects to establish their stem cell lines by year
2015. The research is the same worknokd to
have been done by Hwang Wsesok, a former
professor at Seoul National University, who was
later discredited after he admitted falsifying data for
a paper about the cell lines. Under South Korean
law, institutes must still be certified to conducinste
cell work. [SOURCE: 11/16/11 Korea Times]

"For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother's womb.
| praise you because
| am fearfully and wonderfully madé
Psalm 139:1314a
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"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good; his love endures forever."
1 Chronicles 16:34

In the NIV translation of the Bible, the word
"thanks" is used 116 times. The pervasive nature
thanksgiving in a Christian's life is what compels
most congregations to celel@ahe "state holiday"
of Thanksgiving.

Df

While society wants us to look around to cherish the
"blessings" we haveoday, a Christian looks far
down the road. When you are live under the¢
nurturing hand of an eternal Father in heaven,
thankfulness is much motkan what meets the eye.

174

With thankful hearts you and | can celebrate th
blessings we have today. But with our deej
thankfulness we look back at the providential love
of God who created us, sustained us and redeemed
us. With that same thankfulness we ¢taok ahead
to an existence under a love that endures forever.

= 1))

This is a very traditional time of the year. It makes
us melancholy to remember those who are no longer
with us. It makes us discouraged to think of bettg
times compared to what we now haviemiakes us
nostalgic for sustaining a tradition even when thing
are not quite right.

=

[92)

But never forget that you are a Christiaredeemed
by the blood of God Himself through gift of His
Son, Jesus Christ. Your thankfulness is for things
that have happenddng ago and for the hope it has
given us for eternity.

Enjoy your and live

thankfulness.

Thanksgiving your

- Pastor Robert Fleischmannand the staff of
Christian Life Resources afdew Beginnings A
Home for Mothers

U.S. Teen Birth Rates
Hit Record Low

A governmentreportreleased Thursday shows the
birth rate among American teens dropped to
record low last year. Accomf to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, there were 34
births per 1,000 U.S. teenagers agedl@5/ears in
2010, or a 9 percent drop from the previous year
and the lowest rate since the CDC has collected data

a
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in its nearly 70 years. The Hir rate among
teenagers has fallen for the last three years and in 17
of the last 19 years, the agency officials said. The
overallbirth rate dropped for the third straight year,
with declines for most ages and all races,3by
percent ta4 million from abaut 4.1 million in 2009.
[SOURCE: 11/17/11 CDC]

Two Michigan Abortion Facilities
Close Permanently

Two abortion clinics in Michigan have closed under
terms of an agreement made in court to dissolve
their operations. Michigan Attorney General Bill
Schuet¢ today announced the Lansing Health Care
Clinic and the Saginaw Women's Choice Clinic
permanently closed at 2:30n on Monday. Earlier
this month, Schuette filed a lawsuit requesting an
Eaton County court to dissolve the two facilities,
citing violation d state law and allegations of
improper medical records disposal. He also asked
that clinic owners, Richard and Margaret Remund,
be banned from organizing any other company for a
similar purpose. The AG's complaint followed a
lengthy investigation after itvas discovered the
remains of 17 aborted unborn babies had been
found in a dumpster behind the Saginaw clinic. In
addition, unshredded client medical records were
located and trash bags containing medical waste
were retrieved from a bin from the Lansiragiity.
[SOURCES: 11/22/11- National Right to Life
News Today11/22/11- LifeSiteNews.com]

[The center in Owosso, west of Kroger, is still open.
AK]

Further information regarding
the Saginaw Abortion Clinic:

Dear Friends of Life,

| thought yu would like to know that the Women's
Choice Abortion Clinic in Saginaw has been forced
to close. See the article below for more information.
Pray that the women looking for abortions will now
come to the Pregnancy Counseling Center instead,
where life iscelebrated as a gift from God and
abortion exposed for the awful sin it is.

God bless,
Pam Krueger
Director of Counselors
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Pregnancy Counseling Center

916 Gratiot Ave

Saginaw, M| 48602

9897527664
info-sag@pregnacycounselingcenters.org
www.pregnancycounselingcenters.org

Michigan Attorney General shuts
down two lateterm abortion facilities
BY KATHLEEN GILBERT
Mon Nov 21, 2011 18:24 EST

LANSING, November 21 2011
(LifeSiteNews.com)- Michigan Attorney General
Bill Schuette announced today that two abortiol
mills in the state would be permanently closed.

On November 7, Schuette filed a lawsuit tg
permanently dissolve Health Care Clinic, of Deltg
Township, a n d t he af fil
Clinic, of Saginaw and to enjoin the abortion
clinicos owner ,
organizing any other company for a similar
purpose.

Eaton County Judge Calvin Osterhaven signed th
consent order dissolving the tvatortion clinics at
2:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 21, 2011.

A photo showing the 17 unborn babies that were
discovered in a dumpsteoutside Wo ma n 6 s
Choice Clinic

The complaint by Schuette had followed a year
long investigation launched when dife activists
discovered the bodies of 17 aborted unborn childreg
in a dumpster out si de
early 2010. They also found unredactextdical
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records and trash bags containing bloody or soiled
cannulas, gloves, gauze, and surgical sheets.

ATo ensure patient
organization of foiprofit corporations that provide

medical care services to licensed medical
professi onal s only, o said

of fice i n a statement t
Richard Remund, and his wife, Margaret Remund,
are not |l icensed medical
The statement adds: inPr

before patient safety, ant hat 0 s why

requires medical facilities to be run by licensed
medical professionals. Facilities that fail to follow
this iIimportant

The development was welcomed by dife
activists i n
Womans Choice clinics is a huge victory and a
direct result of prdifers getting active and doing
somet hing about
Monica Migliorino Miller, director of Citizens for a
ProLife Society, who was responsible for
originally finding the evidence against the abortion
facilities in their dumpsters.

AWe spent hours searchi
through the trash, photographing everything,
cataloging everything, going to the sheriff, the
county prosecutor and finally thé@ney general. |
have to be honest, there were times when we
thought nothing was going to happen. But we just
never gave up!

AWe are so pleased
General has done what he could to bring the
Woman Choice abortion clinics to justic 0

Study Finds 9GPIlus Population
Increasing in U.S.

A report from the U.S. Census Bureau finds the
U.S. population aged 90 years and older is
increasing-- from 720,000 in 1980 to 1.9 million in

2010. The likelihood of living in a nursing home
rose withage, from 11.2 percent for those aged 84

89 years to 19.8 percent for those between 90 and

94 years. Women are more likely to live into their
90s than men, constituting 74.1 percent of that
population. The officials project, by year 2050,

n almost 9 millionpeople will be at least 90 years old.
wolhfa inprgnatien, @ay c ke  useful fdor cfutuie p

discussion among researchers and policy makers on

whether the traditional cutoff age of 85 for 'oldest
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mailto:info-sag@pregnacycounselingcenters.org
http://www.pregnancycounselingcenters.org/
http://www.lifesitenews.com/author/kgilbert/

old' should be reconsidered, given the rapid growth
of the 90andover ppulation and their distinct
characteristics," the authors found[SOURCE:
11/16/11- MDNews.com]

4" QUARTER CLEANING CREWS
December 2011

Saturday Crew

Dec 3" Judy Kirkman

Dec 1 Bannister Clan

Dec 17" Cornwell Clan

Dec 24" Canute Clan

Dec 3£

Church cleaning is scheduled for Saturdays but may

be done on Thursdays or Fridays as well. A

cleaning |ist wi || be found in the janitorés cl
We thank all of those who help to clean our church

and education facility.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

61 Kim Elder
91 Mae Weber
91 Robert Spinning
91 Gregory Broughman
127 Norm Brown
137 Hannah Will
137 Jacob Mayer
16717 Dave LaHaine Sr.
177 Julie Josephson
177 Ross Bannister
2271 Chris & Nicole Canute
2371 Don Plashek
281 Camryn Canute
2971 Abigail Bannister
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