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Hallelujah! 
 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good; his love endures forever. 

Psalm 118:1 

Oil flowed into the Gulf of Mexico 

like water over Niagara Falls. 

Anarchists revolted at a meeting of 

the world’s leaders and set police 

cruisers on fire. “God is good? He 

has enduring love? Show me.” 

Children are born with birth defects. 

Convenience store clerks are shot. 

The economy is uncertain. Un-

employment threatens the stability of 

millions of families. People still die. I 

am lonely. “God is good? He has 

enduring love? Show me.” 

Has anyone, or anything, ever let you 

down? Plenty of times. Has your love 

ever gone unreturned? You’ve 

stopped counting. Many times you’ve 

probably wondered where to turn; 

you’ve asked, ―Who can I trust?‖ 

 

This psalm calls out to you, to me. It’s an 

―Hallelujah‖ psalm, meaning ―Praise the 

LORD!‖ Long ago, God’s people sang 

the words of this psalm toward the end of 

their Passover meal. That special 

occasion was a time for the people to 

remember how God rescued their nation 

from slavery in Egypt; it was a picture of 

God’s rescue of all people from their 

slavery to sin. The Passover meal was a 

way that God showed each generation 

how much he truly loved them. 

Would disaster continue to interrupt their 

lives? Would prosperity be withheld? 

Would earthly death continue to pick 

away at their loved ones? Yes, yes, and 

yes. Yet the people sang out praise and 

thanks to their merciful God for 

deliverance from all these trials of life. . . 

and more: ―Because of his great love for 

us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 

alive with Christ even when we were 

dead in transgressions—it is by grace 

you have been saved‖ (Ephesians 2:4,5). 

It is the custom in North America to 

gather this time of year to celebrate 

Thanksgiving. Whether you are with 

family, friends, or celebrating alone, take 

the time to give thanks to our Savior God 

for his mercy and deliverance from death 

through Jesus. Jesus shows us that God is 

good. Jesus proves that his love for us 

endures forever. 

 

 



Page 1 

 

 

From 

Pastor  

A. J. 

Kunde 

 

Always “Deer” Season 

 

Deer Season will soon be upon us.  Many will 
hunt “up north” as well as down here.  
Participating in deer season not only has 
rewards for being outside in God’s creation but 
also in keeping the deer population down, so 
that overcrowding and disease do not become 
rampant.  With the decrease in natural 
predators, deer season has an important 
function.  But, what if you are the deer? 

In a sense you are the deer.  The LORD 
makes the comparison in Psalm 42:1, “As the 
deer pants for streams of water, so my soul 
pants for you, O God.”  You are the deer and 
there is a predator that hunts for you. 

The predator who is hunting for you is the 
devil.  Listen to how Peter describes him:  “Be 
self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).   

 

It is the devil who wants your soul.  It is the devil 

who looks for every opportunity to entice you, trap 

you, and bring you down.  The devil wants your 

company in hell.   

While the devil employs many ways to tempt you, 

one of his primary devices is to twist or distort 

God’s Word, so that you will not recognize sin.  We 

see him at work doing this when he took the form of 

a serpent in the Garden of Eden and tempted Eve 

(cf. Genesis 3).  We also see the devil using this 

approach when he tempted Jesus in the wilderness. 

One of the temptations that the devil threw at Jesus 

was a misuse of God’s Word.  Matthew’s Gospel 

records that  

5 
… the devil took [Jesus] to the holy city 

[Jerusalem] and had him stand on the highest 

point of the Temple. 
 6 
ñIf you are the Son of 

God,ò he said, ñthrow yourself down. For it is 

written:  

òóHe [the LORD] will command his angels 

concerning you, and they will lift you up in 

their hands, so that you will not strike your 

foot against a stone.ôò  
7 
Jesus answered him, ñIt is also written: óDo 

not put the LORD your God to the test.ôò  

The devil was quoting Scripture!  The devil was 

quoting Psalm 91:11&12.  But he was misusing the 

Bible in order to tempt Jesus to test his heavenly 

Father.  Jesus’ reply is from Deuteronomy 6:16 and 

is a correct use of the Bible.  So here is the key to 

doing battle with the devil:  Believe in your LORD 

Jesus and, in that faith, use Scripture as your 

weapon against the devil.  The Apostle Paul points 

to this also. 

Paul writes to the Ephesians,  

12 
For our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this dark 

world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 

the heavenly realms. 
 13 

Therefore put on the 
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full armor of God, so that when the day of evil 

comes, you may be able to stand your ground, 

and after you have done everything, to stand. 
 

14 
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 

buckled around your waist, with the 

breastplate of righteousness in place, 
 15 

and 

with your feet fitted with the readiness that 

comes from the Gospel of peace. 
 16 

In addition 

to all this, take up the shield of faith, with 

which you can extinguish all the flaming 

arrows of the evil one. 
 17 

Take the helmet of 

salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the Word of God (Ephesians 6:12-17). 

Note St. Paul’s last words:  ―Take … the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the Word of God.‖  Read, study 

and learn that Word.  That Word of God brings you 

to faith in Jesus as your Savior and that Word of 

God is your weapon to resist not only the devil, but 

also the temptations of the world and your own 

sinful nature. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 

―Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

his love endures forever‖ (Psalm 118:1). 

Thanksgiving like any other holiday comes once a 

year. We remember our for fathers for being 

thankful to GOD for the help and knowledge they 

received from the Native Americans.  Without 

them, they probably wouldn't have made it the first 

couple of years.  Without the know how to live off 

of the land, surely they would have perished.  Just 

like mankind in general.   

 

If God would not have sent his One and Only Son 

to die for us (cf. John 3:16). We would be at the 

mercy of a perfect God who demands perfection 

from us too. Well, you know as well as I, it cannot 

be done.  You break one commandment, you break 

them all (cf. James 2:10).  Yet people still believe, 

the way to heaven is through good works.  But, as 

Romans 7:15,16 states, ―I do not understand what I 

do for what I want to do I do not do but what I hate 

I do.‖  So, how can anyone really think or believe 

they can get to heaven by being a good person when 

our lives are so full of evil.  Without Jesus in our 

lives, there is no good only evil.  So thanks be to 

God for loving us enough to send his One and Only 

Son to take away our sins.  We have something to 

look forward to in the afterlife.  Being with Jesus in 

heaven – that, my friend, is the greatest thing to be 

thankful for today and forever.  ―Oh give thanks to 

the Lord for he is good for his mercy endures 

forever.‖ 

 

 

Bill Weber 
Elder 

 
 

Will You Make It                                    

to Safe Harbor? 

 

The American Great Lakes freighter Edmond 

Fitzgerald embarked on a voyage from Superior, 

Wisconsin, on the afternoon of November 9, 1975. 

En route to a steel mill near Detroit, Michigan, she 

joined a second freighter, the SS Arthur M. 

Anderson. By the next day the two ships were 

caught in the midst of a massive winter storm, with 

near hurricane-force winds and waves up to 35 feet 

high. Shortly after 7:10 p.m. the Fitzgerald suddenly 

sank in Canadian waters approximately 17 miles 
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from the entrance to Whitefish Bay, at a depth of 

530 feet.  Her Captain Ernest M. McSorley and 28 

crewmen perished and no bodies were recovered. 

All of the Great Lakes have had a history of many 

shipwrecks and sinking’s, but this one has captured 

enduring remembrance much more than the rest, 

possibly due to an extraordinary amount of 

publicity and through singer Gordon Lightfoot’s 

ballad ―The Sinking of the Edmund Fitzgerald.‖  

The event is chronicled by memorabilia in the 

Shipwreck Museum at Whitefish Point in the Upper 

Peninsula, an annual commemorative ringing of the 

bell 29 times at the Maritime Museum in Detroit 

every November 10.   

Many of the narratives center on the desire of the 

Captain and his crew to make it to the safe harbor 

beyond Whitefish Point.  In such a case, it is 

common for boats and ships to head for safe harbor 

in the event of threatening weather.  The term ―safe 

harbor‖ has been expanded into our vocabulary to 

include places or actions that will protect us from 

threatening circumstances.  

One seemingly contrarian thought, however, is 

expressed by great nineteenth-century theologian, 

William Shedd: ―A ship in a harbour is safe, but 

that is not what ships are built for."   

 

So, maritime wise, we continue to put ships to sea, 

knowing that there is risk of danger in the process.  

More broadly, we all may have tasks to do that 

encounter risk of both physical and emotional 

danger.  In a secular world, the process of 

confronting these dangers is either called problem-

solving or ―coping.‖  As Christians, we also face 

stormy seas of many types, but also have the 

assurance of a truly safe harbor in the arms of an 

Almighty God, earned for us through the suffering, 

death, and resurrection of our LORD Jesus Christ.  

We have the promised in God’s Word of this ―Safe 

Harbor‖. 

Psalm 55:22 tells us: ―Cast your cares on the LORD 

and he will sustain you; he will never let the 

righteous fall.‖ In Romans 8:28 we are told: ―We 

know that in all things God works for the good of 

those who love him who have been called according 

to his purpose.‖ Finally, our LORD Jesus tells us in 

Matthew 28:20: ―Surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.‖    

So, as Christians, we have the assurance of the safe 

harbor, but is that all there is to our being here?  We 

recall from William Shedd’s phrase ―A ship in a 

harbour is safe, but that is not what ships are built 

for."  Does that apply to Christian believers as well?  

Are we supposed to venture out in the sea of life 

deliberately to encounters the obvious dangers and 

threats that are there? God’s Word gives us the 

answer.  Jesus tells us in Matthew 16:24-25, 

―Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 

whoever loses their life for me will find it.‖ Again, 

he tells us in Matthew 28:19-20:  

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the Name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded 

you.   

As members of His ―fleet of ships,‖ we are to 

endure the storms that the world throws at us and 

work to deliver our precious cargo - the Good News 

of the Safe Harbor that is available to everyone, 

knowing, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

through His Word and the Sacraments, that we will 

be sustained through our voyage. 

There are many ways this can be done.  We reach 

out with the Good News of Salvation through Jesus 

by (1) self example and testimony to family and 

friends; (2) joint congregational activity in our 

worship and witnessing; (3) Synod outreach through 

missions and worker training.  Our congregation is 

still trying to establish an Evangelism committee, 

and we would welcome your participation.  Also, 
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we need your use of the Sunday bulletin’s prospect 

list for those whom you know need to know about 

the Good News that the ultimate safe harbor is 

available for them!  We look forward in helping you 

in this work. 

 

 

Board of Outreach 

 

Edward Stadler 

 

 

 

Lutheran Women’s                   

Missionary Society 

The LWMS Web site recently received an updated 

look. The web address is the same: lwms.org. Go 

online to see the new look and let us know what you 

think. If your computer still brings up the old site, 

try refreshing the web page. 

New Committee Members: 

At the convention business meeting, delegates voted 

to discontinue the Long-range Planning Committee 

and form the LWMS Awareness Committee. This 

ad hoc committee will both make plans for 

extending LWMS and carry them out. 

We thank the following women for their willingness 

to serve on this new committee: Gloria Knoll, 

Jeanne Martin, and Elisabeth Wagner. The 

president-elect of LWMS also sits on this 

committee. 

 

A Card and message from our Latin American 

Traveling Theological Educator! This reporter says 

thank you to fellow congregation members for 

signing an encouragement card we sent to Prof. 

Nathan and Julie Wagenknecht in August. They 

have sent us news and pictures from Mexico. 

They write, ―Dearest friends at Grace, Thank you 

for your continued support and encouragement!‖ A 

paragraph in Spanish is printed on a card can be 

found on the LWMS board at Grace above the 

water fountain. ―Mateo (Matthew) 28:18-20‖ is 

printed. ―God’s continued blessings on all of your 

efforts. Nate and Julia.‖ 

 

The Central Africa Medical Mission would very 

much like to have more of the fabric pill bags. Here 

are the instructions for making these helpful bags. 

PILL BAGS FINISHED SIZE 3 ¾‖ X 2 ¾‖. FOLD 

OVER ¼‖ ON ALL SIDES. FOLD OVER 

ANOTHER ¾‖ ALONG ONE 6‖ SIDE. INSERT 

DRAW STRING. SEW ALONG THIS FOLDED 

EDGE. FOLD CLOTH IN HALF FROM 5‖ SIDE. 

TOP STITCH AROUND SIDES AND BOTTOM 

LEAVING TOP OPEN. (FINISHED SIZE NEED 

NOT BE EXACT). PILL BAGS CAN BE MADE 

OUT OF ANY MATERIAL AND COLORED IS 

PREFERRED. 

To begin, I cut a paper pattern 6‖x5‖. Using new 

fabric, I found it was stiff enough to hold a crisp ¼ 

inch hem finger-folded around all edges, with very 

few pins. 

A note from CAMM nurses said they have been 

unable to use some of the pill bags sent, as the 

strings would not allow them to be closed. The fold 

over the top of the bag, after ¼‖ first fold, must be a 

¾‖ second fold. The stitching across the bottom of 

this fold must leave the draw string free to slip 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=75azg7cab&et=1107565373842&s=1226&e=001RXBcaFdDkfVyy7SC7mRJgfEWGronBsjZnUVX25UR1NCGzHaQeKp_jvc470G4IkhZfWXmOu6rB06SzIuV7H8vsNpBhm-8NilSfKe-W5lPRcU=
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through.  When I finished a bag, I pull the draw 

string to see that it closed the top of the bag. 

 

Would any ―crafty‖ readers of this report make pill 

bags for the medical mission? Your help will be 

greatly appreciated. 

The following paragraphs are from the Central 

Africa Medical Mission, Zambia and Malawi, ―Fall 

2011‖ newsletter. 

Just as in 1961 ( the year CAMM work began) 

challenges continue to surface daily for the staffs at 

our medical clinics. The words of Melissa 

Schuetzemand, Kari Belter, our nurses in Malawi, 

give a vivid description of the current obstacles they 

face. 

“If there were one word that sums up this month it 

would be: shortages. Diesel shortage. Electricity 

shortage. Medications shortage. All three shortages 

make running a mobile clinic in Malawi a little 

more difficult. There have been diesel shortages in 

the past, but the month of July introduced us to one 

of the most prolonged fuel droughts to date. We 

have been very blessed to still be able to attend 

clinics everyday. (July/Melissa)  We have both 

ambulance tanks and a couple of jerry cans full of 

diesel. This puts us a bit at ease. We were beginning 

to wonder if we were going to be able to make it to 

all of our clinic sites. The fuel shortage appears to 

be over now but whenever I see that a fuel station 

has diesel, I feel the need to stop (even if I only 

need a quarter of a tank). This is on of those things 

that I never thought about when I lived in the U.S. I 

complained about the rising price of fuel, but it was 

available and I didn’t have to wait in a line for 

hours to get it. (August/Kari) 

Also, the electrical supply company of Malawi 

announced that power outages would be more 

frequent and for longer amounts of time. They 

proved true to their word and my headlamp is 

getting lot of use recently. As a result of a fuel 

shortage, and a government controlled healthcare 

system, come medication shortages. Medications 

that I previously received through government 

programs were no longer available this month. 

(July/Melissa).  Unfortunately the medication 

shortage has not changed for the better. The 

medications that we’ve been getting from the 

government (for free) are no longer available to us. 

Because of this, we are buying these medications 

and we are seeing more patients. Patients that 

previously were attending government-run clinics 

are now coming to LMC to find medications. It puts 

a huge strain on our clinic but we continue to do the 

best we can for the patients.‖ (August/Kari) 

How can you help? ―The bad moments don’t tend to 

last forever. Was it support from family or friends 

that helped you through it? Did you eventually see 

that God was still watching out for you? LMC 

received extra emails of those who were praying for 

us. How nice to be reminded of the fellow 

Christians supporting us, and the work of LMC! I 

was reminded that God uses these tougher moments 

to strengthen me. As I sat for an hour waiting for 

the vehicles in front of me to clear my path to the 

diesel pump, I opened up an envelope I had just 

received from the post office. Inside, I found about 

20 cards written by women who had just attended 

the LWMS convention. Each card was filled with 

words of encouragement and support for the work 

being done by the clinic. What a great way to end 

the month!‖ Melissa Schuetze. 

“You do make a difference! Continue to support 

CAMM and our staff through your prayers and 

financial efforts. The Lord has placed a tremendous 

opportunity before us to touch the lives of 

thousands in need to hear the Word of God and find 

healing of body and soul.‖ Linda Liesener 

Let us remember the service of the LATTE 

missionaries and the CAMM workers and pray 

often for their needs. Thank you for taking the time 

to read about these. 

United to serve Jesus, 

 

 

 

 

 

Frances Raatikka 
LWMS reporter 
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Women Serving Christ 

As we are looking ahead and making plans on the 

calendars for the upcoming and blessed holidays 

please note the following events that going to be 

taking place: 

WSC Cookie Walk:  Wanted: Cookies, candies, 

anything that is homemade…. 

Dated needed by: December 17, 2011 in 

conference room. 

When: December 18, 2011 

Before and after the Sunday School Christmas 

service. 

And also …  

Please take note of the sign up sheet on the credenza 

for the goodies to fill the children’s Christmas bags. 

 

Administrative Assistant 

 

 

        
 

4
th

 QUARTER CLEANING CREWS 

November, December 2011 

Saturday Crew 

Nov 5
th

 Judy Kirkman 

Nov 12
th

 Bannister Clan 

Nov 19
th

 Cornwell Clan 

Nov 26th  Canute Clan 

Church cleaning is scheduled for Saturdays but may 

be done on Thursdays or Fridays as well.  A 

cleaning list will be found in the janitor’s closet.  

We thank all of those who help to clean our church 

and education facility. 
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November 

BBiirrtthhddaayyss  &&  AAnnnniivveerrssaarriieess  

  
2 – George & Carrie Bradish 

4 – Jennifer Boyd 

6 – Hailey Smithingell 

    6 – Logan Smithingell 

8 – Jo Checker 

8 – Lani Mayers 

9 – Jeff & Judy Will 

10 – Matthew Lueker 

14 – David Bannister 

15 – Clayton Mayall 

16 – Mason Karhoff 

16 – Charles Johnson 

18 – Chloe Bannister 

19 – Ed and Kathleen Stadler 

20 – Norma Crawford 

28 – Betty Spinning 
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Last Judgement, November 6, 2011 

Monday Daniel 7:9,10 

Tuesday Romans 2:2-11 

Wednesday Matthew 25:31-46 

Thursday Psalm 90 

Friday Malachi 4:1-3 

Saturday Hebrew 9:24-28 

Sunday John 5:19-30 

Saints Triumphant, November 13, 2011 

Monday Ezekiel 37:15-28 

Tuesday Revelation 19:1-9 

Wednesday Matthew 25:1-13 

Thursday Psalm 84 

Friday Daniel 12:1-3 

Saturday 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Sunday Mark 13:24-27 

Christ the King, November 20, 2011 

Monday Ezekiel 34:11-16,23,24 

Tuesday 1Corinthians 15:20-28 

Wednesday Matthew 27:27-31 

Thanksgiving, November, 24, 2011 

Thursday Psalm 47 

Friday Daniel 7:13,14 

Saturday Revelation 1:4b-8 

Sunday John 18:33-37 

Advent 1, November 27, 2011 

Monday Genesis 6:1-3,5-14,17-22 

Tuesday 1 Peter 3:18-22 

Wednesday Matthew 13:32-37 

Thursday Psalm 24 

Friday Genesis 19:15-17,23-29 

Saturday 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Sunday Luke 21:25-36 
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Worship Schedule  

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class - 9 am 

Worship Service - 10 am 

Thanksgiving Eve Service – 7 pm 
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