
Word of Grace  
Published monthly by Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church ñWELS  

4269 S. Durand Rd. Durand, MI 48429  
gracecs@michonline.net  

Volume XXV I I I I , Issue 1                                                                         September 2011
 

Pastor AJ Kunde  

989-288-2900  
 

In This Issue: 

Contents Page 

From Your Pastor  1 

Summerôs  almost gone 1 

How would you fix the 
debt? 

3 

WELS daily devotion 4 

WELS Together 8 

WELS Convention cont 13 

LWMS 19 

LWMS Befriend a 
Mission Ballots 

21 

Pioneers 25 

WELS Christian Life 
Resources 

25 

Sept. Cleaning Crews 27 

September Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

28 

Through the Bible 29 

September Calendar 30 

 

 
Sunday School  

& 
Adult Bible 

Class  
Begin é 

September 11 

9 am 
 

Worship Service 

10:00 a.m 

 

 

 

 

Sure and Certain                     

of the Unseen 

Now faith is being sure of what we 

hope for and certain of what we do 

not see. 

Hebrews 11:1 

It is amazing that with only a few 

clicks on a computer, we can 

dramatically alter photos. Such 

capabilities have led us to be a bit 

more wary. We find ourselves saying, 

ñUnless I see it with my own eyes, 

how can I believe that it hasnôt been 

touched up? Iôll believe it when I see 

it.ò 

Often this cynical attitude can touch 

my spiritual life. How can I believe 

that God loves me and knows what is 

going on in my life considering all 

troubles and disappointments I have 

to deal with?  

It doesnôt take much for us to see 

where one of Jesusô own disciples 

was coming from when he replied, 

ñUnless I see the nail marks in his 

hands and put my finger where the 

nails were, and put my hand into his side, 

I will not believe itò (John 20:25). Iôll 

believe it when I see it. 

That is in stark contrast to what we read 

in the Bible, ñNow faith is being sure of 

what we hope for and certain of what we 

do not see.ò How can we be sure and 

certain of things we canôt see, canôt 

prove? 

Think of a father and child playing the 

game where the father stands behind the 

child and tells him to fall backwards. The 

child, unable to see his father, still trusts 

that he is there and is certain that his 

father wonôt let him hit the ground. The 

child leans back and falls, fully 

convinced that his father will keep his 

word and catch him, because his father 

has always proved trustworthy. 

ñFaith is being sure of what we hope for 

and certain of what we do not see.ò 

Though we did not see the creation or the 

crucifixion, though we were not present 

to witness the Savior rising from the 

Easter tomb, though we have not heard 

his actual voice forgiving our sins and 

promising his return, we believe. 

How can we be so sure and certain? 

Godôs Word is true and trustworthy. Our 

forgiveness is certain because Jesus did 

die and rise from the dead. Godôs love 

for us today and every day is sure. Every 

promise our Father has made about our 

eternal future, he will keep. 

Faith is sure and certain of unseen things 

simply because it takes God at his Word. 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class  

September 11
th

  9:00 a.m. 

Worship, 10:00 a.m. 
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A. J. 

Kunde 

 

Train a child in the way he should go, 

and when he is old he will not turn from it  
(Proverbs 22:6). 

Christian parents and grandparents have often 

looked to this Bible passage when they have seen 

their children and grandchildren travel lifeôs road in 

directions that are not God-pleasing.  Perhaps oneôs 

offspring has fallen into sexual immorality, or taken 

to drugs and alcohol, or stopped coming to worship.  

Christian parents can only pray that the LORD 

would be gracious, cause the child to remember the 

spiritual lessons he was taught, and bring the child 

back to repentance and faith in Jesus his Savior.  

But then, Christian parents are going to experience 

also some remorse and grief. 

What Christian parent or grandparent can ever say 

that he brought his child up in the training of the 

LORD?  What Christian parent or grandparent can 

ever say that he or she did everything they could for 

the spiritual welfare of their child?  None! 

No parent or grandparent is without flaw or 

shortcoming!  No parent or grandparent has taught 

as best they could Godôs Word to his or her child.  

In addition, the sinful examples that parents and 

grandparents have set for their offspring speak 

louder than the words they say.  But God is still 

gracious. 

God is gracious and this is our time of grace.  Now, 

during this lifetime, is the time God has given us to 

bring up our children and grandchildren ñin the 

training and instruction of the LORDò (Ephesians 

6:4).    

It is ñthe training and instruction of the LORDò that 

will reveal to children and grandchildren that they 

are sinful human beings and also deserve Godôs 

wrath and punishment.  It is ñthe training and 

instruction of the LORDò that will comfort children 

and grandchildren with the forgiveness of sins that 

Jesus earned for them.  This is the responsibility of 

parents and grandparents (cf. 2 Timothy 1:5). 

God holds parents and grandparents accountable for 

bring their children up ñin the training and 

instruction of the LORD.ò  This accounting will 

take place on Judgment Day ï the Last Day.  How 

shall we fare on that day? 

The only plea that we can make on that day is ñGod, 

be merciful to me a sinner!ò (Luke 18:13b).  God 

has had mercy on us through his Son, Jesus, who 

has taken away our sins.  In that mercy and 

forgiveness of God, we strive to train up our 

children and grandchildren in the way of the LORD, 

so that they, with us, may inherit eternal life in 

heaven with Jesus by faith alone in Jesus. 

One of the ways in which parents and grandparents 

are helped in training their children and 

grandchildren in the way of the LORD is through 

Bible study and Sunday School.  Beginning on 

September 11
th
, our schedule is as follows: 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 

 

 

SUMMER'S ALMOST GONE...  

 "Summer's almost gone, yes,  

winter's coming on 

 I've laid around and played  

around this town too long 

 And I feel like I've gotta travel on."  

The old popular song indicates that change is 

needed.  Summer with it's family vacations, 

reunions, and other forms of "playing around" is 

about over.  However, winter is not quite here yet, 

but pleasant fall weather is coming.  That means 

that school is starting a time of studying and 
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learning for children and also adults in college.  

What about the rest of us? 

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class resume on 

Sunday, September 11
th
.  This presents a unique 

opportunity for the adults of our congregation to 

learn about the finer points of Bible translations.  

Most of us are not fluent in the Greek and Hebrew 

languages.  Moses and the Prophets, as well as the 

Apostles wrote in languages that we lay people may 

not comprehend.  "As for God, his way is perfect; 

the Word of the LORD is flawless" (II Samuel 

22:31a); "Every Word of God is flawless" (Proverbs 

30:5).  We lay people, for the most part, must rely 

on our Pastors and other Bible language experts to 

translate for us.  I thank our gracious Lord daily that 

He has blessed us with His Word in truth and purity 

and for faithful Pastors and Teachers who bring it to 

us.  Please join me in asking Him to continue to 

bless us with His pure Word. 

 

Adam and Eve discovered that the Devil is always 

there trying to pervert God's Word to steal souls 

away from Jesus and Heaven.  We must always be 

on guard that God's Word is not twisted or 

perverted among us.  The New International 

Version of God's Word that we have been using will 

soon be out of print and unavailable for purchase 

due to copyright laws.  Our WELS Synod and our 

congregation will be faced with a decision to choose 

whether we will use the new NIV translation or 

some other translation or ask the pastors and 

professors of our synod to develop our own 

translation.  We still have the promise of Jesus that 

his Word will always be with us in spite of the evil 

intentions of the Devil, the world and our own 

sinful flesh.   

 

"Heaven and earth will pass away, but my Words 

will never pass away" (Matthew 24:35).  Jesus' 

Words are more certain than the existence of the 

universe.  The Holy Spirit will continue to use the 

Word of God, whether spoken by Jesus or inspired 

through the other Biblical writers, to bring souls to a 

saving faith in Jesus and finally to Heaven. 

Sunday mornings, 9:00 a.m., only one hour before 

our Worship Service (10:00 a.m.), we will be 

looking at the finer points of different translations 

of God's Holy Word which is your path to Heaven.  

Please join Sunday mornings for a very 

enlightening and edifying experience.   

 

    "How sweet are your words to my taste, 

 sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

      I gain understanding from your precepts; 

            therefore I hate every wrong path"  

            (Psalm 119:103-104). 

 

 

 

 

Ken Kirkman, elder 
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How Would You Fix the Debt? 

About all we have heard in the news lately is our 

national debt and discussion as to what ñweò are 

going to do about it. At this moment (August 24, 

2011, 4:30 pm EDT), the national debt of the 

United States is $14,652,977,720,535.37 or about 

$130,780 per taxpayer. To get the real numbers at 

the time you read this, go to 

http://www.usdebtclock.org.   

The discussions surrounding this topic include who 

is to blame, who should stop spending money, who 

should pay more, and so on.  The choices to resolve 

this problem seem to be (1) cut down spending by 

the Government, (2) increase taxes on individuals 

and businesses, (3) a combination of (1) and (2), or 

finally (4) ignore the debt problem.  With such 

straight-forward choices, it would seem that a 

resolution would be easy to formulate. However, 

when we look at the effects that these choices 

would have, each choice would have a real or 

perceived hardship on some constituent, and the 

resolution process comes to a roaring halt.  How 

this debt problem gets resolved is something we all 

will watch and live with. 

 

The Christian faces a debt to his God that no plan or 

effort on his or her part can resolve.   Since the fall 

into Sin in the Garden of Eden, humans have found 

themselves apart from God, and unable to do 

anything to remove this ñdebtò of sin, to either get 

back into Godôs good graces or look forward to 

eternal bliss with Him in Heaven.   

The secular world has reactions to this debt: (1) we 

should all work harder, leave ñcleanerò lives, and 

show charity to those in need, (2) exact increased 

revenues from those that obviously donôt need it 

and give it to the sick and poor, or (3) donôt worry 

about itðeat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow 

you die and itôs all over.  The Christian, however, 

knows better from the Word of God.  For a starter, 

Romans 3:23ðñall have sinned and come short of 

the glory of Godò; further in Romans 6:23ðñthe 

wages of sin is deathò (both temporal and eternal).   

 

Finally, in Romans 5:12 ñTherefore, just as sin 

entered the world through one man, and death 

through sin, and in this way death came to all 

people, because all sinned.ò  We all, by birth, have 

this debt and, by ourselves, no way to pay it off. 

Godôs Grace and Love intervened by the sacrifice, 

death, and resurrection of His One and Only Son 

Jesus and paid the debt in full for all. 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/
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All who believe in Jesus as their Savior will be 

saved and can look forward to eternity in Heaven.  

Again, Scripture validates this fact most memorably 

in John 3:16, ñFor God so loved the world that he 

gave his One and Only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal lifeò; and 

again, 1 John 1:7. ñBut if we walk in the light, as he 

is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all 

sin.ò  The only remaining problem is believing if 

and how the debt reduction occurred for us.  

Natural man cannot believe the truth that his or her 

debt to God has been paid.  The Good News 

(Gospel) is that God in His Grace has also provided 

the solution.  He sends His Holy Spirit to believers 

through His Word and the Sacraments to ñinstallò 

and ñmaintainò our saving faith in Jesus our Savior.   

 

So equipped, we grow in this faith so we can both 

look forward to Heaven ourselves, but also, by 

spreading the News that this debt has been paid off 

for all mankind.   

There are many ways we can do this.  We reach out 

with the Good News of Salvation through Jesus by 

(1) self example and testimony to family and 

friends; (2) joint congregational activity in our 

worship and witnessing; (3) Synod outreach through 

missions and worker training.  Our congregation is 

still trying to establish an Evangelism committee 

and we would welcome your participation.  Also, 

we encourage your use of the Sunday bulletinôs 

prospect list for those you may want some help for 

those that be comforted with the Good News that 

their debt to God has been paid in full.  

We look forward in helping you in this work. 

 

 

 
 

Edward J. Stadler 

Board of Outreach 

 

 
Devotions are is brought to you by WELS and 

www.WhatAboutJesus.com 

  You may subscribe to these daily devotions by 

going to the above website. 
 

 

 
AUGUST 5, 2011 

And the LORD said, ñI will cause all my goodness 

to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my 

name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have 

mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 

compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

But,ò he said, ñyou cannot see my face, for no one 

may see me and liveò (Exodus 33:19-20). 

There are days when we feel like everything is 

broken and weôre sort of stumbling along.  Between 

busy work and demanding children and faithless 

friends, theyôre the days that can make us want to 

cry out, ñLord, have mercy!ò  But not always in the 

way we say it in church...  Rather, sometimes it 

comes out more like a demand, hands thrown up in 

despair. 

It might be tempting to read Mosesô words in 

Exodus 33 in that way: as though heôs fed up with 

Israel and demanding things from God, hands 

thrown up in despair.  However, thatôs not the way 

Moses is addressing God in this chapter.  The 

context makes that clear.  This conversation 

happens after God had threatened to punish Israel 

for their idol worship at the foot of Mt. Sinai.  So, 

instead of demands, Moses presents what Israel 

needs from God.  He asked God to help him lead 

http://wels.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae2af97b53a196a3829909f7a&id=5996bbf8ac&e=7c85ed2fed
http://wels.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ae2af97b53a196a3829909f7a&id=a228aa4344&e=7c85ed2fed
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the people, and he pleaded for the Lord to be their 

guiding presence. 

We have idolatrous baggage similar to the 

Israelites.  Whether itôs the idol of ñmeò or the idol 

of the momentôs desire, there are sins that show 

weôve not always followed God.  But we can speak 

to God with the same kind of confidence Moses 

did.  God is the one who gives out mercy to those 

who donôt deserve it.  He gives it out freely.  He is 

the ñLordò. 

Think of it this way.  God told Moses that no one 

sees Godôs face and lives.  His holiness is 

overwhelming to sinners.  And yet, we have seen 

the face of God.  The Bible says that we have in our 

hearts ñthe glory of God in the face of Christò (2 

Corinthians 4:6).  Weôve seen what Moses asked 

for.  In Jesus Godôs glory has been revealed in love 

and mercy.  For us Jesus died to forgive our sins.  

God had compassion on us by his own choice. 

His choice to show himself in love through Jesus 

allows us to confidently speak to God like Moses 

did.  We can say, ñLord, without you Iôm lost.  

Show yourself to me in your Word and teach me to 

love and serve you.  Strengthen me through your 

Son, Jesus, that I may know your unchanging love 

for me no matter what my day may bring.ò 

Prayer: Lord of mercy, keep us today in your 

love through your Word.  Remind us that you go 

with us each day and, therefore, we are not lost.  

Look on us with favor and grace for Jesusô sake.  

Amen. 

August 9, 2011 

 But I think it is necessary to send back to you 

Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and 

fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom 

you sent to take care of my needs. For he longs for 

all of you and is distressed because you heard he 

was ill. Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But 

God had mercy on him, and not on him only but 

also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. 

Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so 

that when you see him again you may be glad and 

I may have less anxiety. Welcome him in the Lord 

with great joy, and honor men like him, because 

he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his 

life to make up for the help you could not give me 
(Philippians 2:25-30). 

The members of the congregation in Philippi were 

deeply concerned about the apostle Paul while he 

was in custody and awaiting trial in Rome.  Out of 

tremendous appreciation for his work of bringing 

them the gospel, they sent Paul a gift to support 

him.  They chose one of their faithful members to 

take their gift to Paul.  His name was Epaphroditus.  

This man not only served as a messenger from his 

congregation, but he also stayed with Paul to help 

him.  

Day after day Epaphroditus took care of Paulôs 

needs.  While unselfishly offering his service, 

Epaphroditus fell ill.  The nature of his sickness is 

not revealed, but it was so serious that it brought 

him to the brink of death.  The people in the 

Philippian congregation heard about the crisis, and 

concern filled their hearts for their dear Christian 

friend.  Therefore, Paul decided to give up his 

personal servant whom he deeply appreciated and 

send him home.  His Christian friends and family 

would rejoice to have him back in good health. 

The lesson that permeates this entire text is loving 

concern for other people, especially fellow 

Christians.  The Philippian Christians were 

concerned for Paulôs welfare and acted to help him.  

Epaphroditus was concerned for his pastor and 

willingly served his needs even though he nearly 

died doing it.  Paul was concerned for his friend 

Epaphroditus and for his friends in Philippi and 

sacrificed some of his own comfort to uplift their 

hearts with gladness. 

Jesusô love is the basis for us to demonstrate loving 

concern for others.  As Jesus willingly served us by 

giving his life for our salvation, so may we be 

willing to spend our lives in service to others.  God 

instructs us in his word: ñAs we have opportunity, 

let us do good to all people, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believersò (Galatians 6:10).  

How are you going to put that kind of loving 

concern into practice today? 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, teach me to love others as 

you have loved me.  Help me be more patient 

and alert to the needs of others, and always 

ready to serve them with the gifts you have given 

me.  Amen. 

August 16, 2011 

I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, 
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somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the 

dead (Philippians 3:10-11). 

I remember the first time I saw a jumbo jet plane.  It 

was so massive, nearly the length of a football 

field.  The people working around it looked like 

ants crawling about a huge anthill.  I thought, "How 

can anything that big and heavy lift itself off the 

ground and fly tremendously long distances.  It was 

some years later that I got my opportunity to travel 

in one of those big jets.  As the captain and crew 

maneuvered the plane with its hundreds of 

passengers into position for takeoff, I was thinking 

those same questions, only now with a bit more 

personal concern.  Then those four big jet engines 

came to life and pushed me back into the seat.  In a 

matter of seconds we were airborne.  What 

tremendous power! 

Take all the power mustered by our advanced 

technology, concentrate it as best you can, and yet it 

will never be enough to lift the dead from their 

graves.  How much greater is God's power than all 

of ours!  He raised his Son from the dead.  And that 

resurrection power is what we experienced when 

God raised us from spiritual death to spiritual life 

and brought us to faith in Jesus as our Savior.  In 

baptism, Godôs power created a new life in us. Our 

lives have been joined to his.  We enjoy the great 

comfort of his companionship and the glorious 

prospects of his promises.  These are the good 

things about Christianity, the things which make us 

so very glad to be called children of God.  But the 

apostle Paul talks about knowing Christ better and 

better to the point of experiencing ñthe fellowship 

of sharing in his sufferings.ò 

There is great value in the sufferings we face as 

followers of Christ, for they cause us to rely solely 

on our Lord.  If we did not experience sufferings in 

our Christian life, we would likely cultivate an 

attitude of self-sufficiency and self-reliance.  When 

we rely on ourselves, the object of our reliance is 

weak, fallible and changeable.  But when we rely on 

the Lord, the object of our reliance is omnipotent, 

infallible and immutable. 

These Bible verses stress the point that coming to 

faith in Jesus Christ is not an end, but a beginning.  

It is the starting point of a life-long journey that 

culminates in heaven.  It is a journey in which God 

through his Word helps us to grasp how wide and 

long and high and deep is the love of Christ 

demonstrated by his death and confirmed in his 

resurrection.  Our risen Savior gives us the spiritual 

strength to overcome the challenges we face as 

Christians in this sinful world.  In our connection to 

him by faith, Jesus gives us confidence in his power 

and promises that as he rose from the dead, he will 

also raise us from the grave and give us eternal life 

in heaven.  Indeed, that is a demonstration of Godôs 

power that we look forward to experiencing! 

Prayer:  Jesus, help me to grow in my 

understanding and appreciation for your great 

love as my Savior that I may know the power of 

your resurrection as I live and when I die. Amen. 

August 17, 2011 

ñIn the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 

weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 

for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 

groans that words cannot express. And he who 

searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in 

accordance with Godôs willò (Romans 8:26-27). 

Hurting.  Lost.  Alone.  Confused.  That emotional 

combination might not hit us every day, but when it 

does visit, it can be frustrating or paralyzing.  We 

ponder what to do and what to say. 

At a time like that, we may think: ñI would pray, 

but donôt even know what to pray!ò   That may be a 

very real and honest confessionðwe might not 

know what to pray.  Why is it that when we need 

help most, we are at a loss for words and donôt 

know what to ask God.  Is it because we do not 

know what would be best?  Or is the situation so 

complex that we donôt know what we want?  Maybe 

weôre tongue-tied because we donôt have a strong 

grasp on what God reveals about his will in his 

Word, so we have trouble articulating what we 

want.  Or we donôt know what to pray because 

weôre so out of practice when it comes to prayer. 

When youôre reeling in confusion, fear and hurt, the 

Holy Spirit helps you in your weakness. The Holy 

Spirit intercedes for you.  He knows what you need, 

and he knows perfectly what God wants.  Therefore, 

the Holy Spiritôs prayers on your behalf are 

perfectly lined up with Godôs will.  He knows 

exactly how to pray for you.  So, thatôs what he 

lovingly does. 

God doesnôt tell you this good news to encourage a 

lazy prayer life in his children.  Quite the opposite, 

look at the Holy Spiritôs loving work on your behalf 
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and let it motivate you to increase your own prayer 

life.  Devote some regular time to prayer.  Strive to 

pray like the Holy Spirit.  Pray in accordance with 

Godôs willðwhich makes it very important to learn 

his will revealed in the Bible. 

God loves you so much that when you donôt know 

what to pray, the Holy Spirit intercedes for you.  

Praise and thank God!  This is awesome news! 

Prayer:  Holy Spirit, thank you for loving me so 

much that you intercede for me when I donôt 

know what to pray.  Use this good news to 

strengthen my faith.  Improve my prayer-life.  

Increase the frequency of my prayers.  Line up 

my heart, my wants and my prayers with your 

will.   Amen. 

August 18, 2011 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 

already been made perfect, but I press on to take 

hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 

me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have 

taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining toward what is 

ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize 

for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 

Jesus. All of us who are mature should take such a 

view of things. And if on some point you think 

differently, that too God will make clear to you. 

Only let us live up to what we have already 

attained (Philippians 3:12-16). 

"Citius, altius, fortius" is a Latin phrase meaning, 

"swifter, higher, stronger." It is the motto of the 

Olympic games and does well to embody what our 

calling in Christ pursues. 

Christ has already taken care of saving us for a 

Christian life and setting us apart for an eternal life 

in heaven. He's placed us on the path of 

righteousness, but still lets us run. Swifter we flee 

from temptation. Higher we stretch ourselves to 

practice Christ-like love. Stronger we stand in the 

midst of suffering in this world. A shining example 

of this kind of fortitude was revealed in the 1968 

Olympic games in Mexico. 

A Tanzanian marathon runner named Akhwari was 

the last man to finish the marathon race. He arrived 

in the stadium staggering and limping, and finished 

his race long after the winner did. This, of course, 

prompted all kinds of post-race questions as to why 

he continued when he had no chance of winning. 

 

He simply replied, "My country did not send me to 

Mexico City to start the race. They sent me to finish 

the race." 

A Christian who knew why God saved him and set 

him apart, the apostle Paul also spoke in similar 

terms, "I press on to take hold of that for which 

Christ Jesus took hold of me . . . I press on toward 

the goal to win the prize for which God has called 

me heavenward in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 

3:12,14). 

 

Through the sacrifice of his Son, God set the prize 

of heaven before us.  Now in our life of faith in 

Jesus we press on to take full possession of that for 

which God has taken hold of us. 

It matters not if we come in first; it matters only that 

we finish the race. 

Run, Christian, run. Finish the race. 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, help me finish the race. 

Guide my feet to follow the way that you speak 

in your Word. Extend my arms to reach others 

in love. Wipe my tears of sorrow so that I can 

better see the path. Lead me on, Lord. Lead me 

on. Amen. 

August 19, 2011 

 ñThe LORD will roar from Zion and thunder 

from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky will 

tremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for his 

people, a stronghold for the people of Israelò (Joel 

3:16). 

You can act like itôll never come.  You can put off 

dealing with that gnawing, ñhow to get right with 

Godò issue.  You can keep yourself busy and 

occupied by chasing money, recreation and other 

worldly distractions ï and you can even pretend 

youôre doing just fine living like that. 

But this is the truth ï Judgment Day is coming.  It 

isnôt a matter of if, itôs a matter of when.  And when 

it comes, there is only one thing that matters.  Not 

cruise ships.  Not nest eggs.  Not a career path.  Not 

a cabin up north, a ranch out west or a timeshare 

down south.  The one and only thing that matters is 

this ï will I be safe on Judgment Day or not? 

Some will be terrified on that day.  Unfortunately, 

they decided to live without God during their lives, 

and now they are doomed to spend their eternity 

without him as well.  Imagine their faces when the 
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LORD roars and thunders!  Imagine the sheer terror 

when the earth and the sky both begin to tremble on 

that last day! 

Yet notice that only some will be terrified on that 

day ï not all.  Some will be safe as can be, nestled 

quietly in their Saviorôs arms.  The same LORD that 

roars and thunders will be a refuge for his people on 

Judgment Day.  Which people?  Those who have 

quit trying to earn their way into heaven and trust 

only in Jesus who lived, died and rose.  They are 

safe. 

Do you know people who would be on the wrong 

side of God on Judgment Day?  Share what Jesus 

has done for them.  You still have time to help!  

You still have a chance, so that Judgment Day will 

not be a day of horror for them, but a day of relief. 

Prayer:  Dear Savior, keep me safe in your 

promises, that there is no condemnation for 

those who are in you, that I might be safe on 

Judgment Day and share your safety with many.  

Amen. 

  

TOGETHER 
August 16, 2011  

 
WELS President Mark G. Schroeder 

 

DIFFERENT GIFTS,                        

SAME GRACE  

Our recent synod convention was a wonderful 

reminder of how God uses the gifts he's given 

individual Christians for the benefit of his kingdom. 

In attendance were almost 400 pastors, teachers, 

staff ministers, and lay delegates who lent their time 

and abilities to conduct the synod's business.  

When you stop to think about it, there are countless 

ways to serve the Lordðand it doesnôt have to 

involve spending a week away from home attending 

a convention. We take it for granted that called 

workers will be using their time and talents to serve 

in the church. But we also know that every 

congregation has opportunities for laypeople to 

serve on a day-to-day or weekly basis,  whether its 

teaching Sunday school, visiting shut-ins, helping 

with office administrationðthe list goes on and on. 

And we should not think that the opportunities for 

Christian service are found only in connection with 

congregations. All of us have the opportunity to 

serve and glorify God simply by living a life of faith 

and doing allðin whatever situation God has 

placed usðto the glory of God. No matter what 

service we offer, the motivation remains the sameð

the grace God showed to us through his Son Jesus. 

That thought provides the theme for our synodôs 

stewardship emphasis this year: ñDifferent Gifts, 

Same Grace,ò year two of our overall four-year 

emphasis ñChristôs Love, Our Calling.ò  This yearôs 

resources focus our attention on our stewardship of 

the talents God has given usðbased on his words, 

through St. Paul, in Romans 12:6-8. These verses 

are a valuable reminder that whether we are a called 

worker or a layperson, God has an important role 

for each of us to play in our congregations, in our 

homes, and in our communities. 

Does your congregation have plans for a 

stewardship program this fall?  Itôs not too late to 

consider the resources assembled by our Ministry of 

Christian Giving and the Commission on Adult 

Discipleshipðincluding Bible class materials, 

worship resources, even sermons.  There are options 

for using the resources on a one, three, four, or 

seven week basis.  Any called worker or 

congregation can access the materials through 

Connect, the synodôs Intranet for congregational 

resources.  A username and password are required. 

We thank the four WELS pastors who lent their 

time and abilities in developing these resources: 

Joel Heckendorf, David Kolander, Aaron Christie, 

and Ray Schumacher. We pray these resources 

encourage us all to serve the Lord with our varied 

talents and abilities. Different gifts, same grace. 

 

http://wels.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ae2af97b53a196a3829909f7a&id=756c4ff230&e=7c85ed2fed
http://wels.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ae2af97b53a196a3829909f7a&id=756c4ff230&e=7c85ed2fed
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Romans%2012.6-8
https://connect.wels.net/AOM/ps/adultdiscipleship/ourcalling/Documents/Year%202%20-%20Different%20Gifts,%20Same%20Grace.aspx?PageView=Shared&InitialTabId=Ribbon.WebPartPage&VisibilityContext=WSSWebPartPage
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ZELL CALLED                                

AS MLS PRESIDENT  

On Aug. 11, the Michigan Lutheran Seminary 

Governing Board called Rev. Paul Zell, a professor 

at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wis., to 

serve as president of Michigan Lutheran Seminary 

(MLS), Saginaw, Mich., one of two preparatory 

schools operated by the synod. 

A 1983 graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, 

Zell has served at Martin Luther Preparatory 

School, Prairie du Chien, Wis.; Our Savior, 

Brookings, S.D.; St. Croix Lutheran High School, 

St. Paul, Minn.; and Messiah, Alpharetta, Ga.  

Because he already teaches at the seminary level, 

Zell says he will have to evaluate at what age level 

he should be involved. ñMinisterial education for 

both younger (14 to 18) and older (22 and up) 

students is important to the Lordôs church,ò he says. 

ñSo Iôll weigh my gifts for training men to be 

pastors over against those needed for equipping 

boys and girls for enrollment at Martin Luther 

College and encouraging them to consider the 

teaching or preaching ministry in their future.ò 

Having worked at two high schools in the past, Zell 

understands the importance of working with youth. 

ñItôs fascinating to watch young people discover the 

amazing gifts that the Lord Jesus has given them,ò 

he says. ñItôs certainly an important ministry to help 

them understand that their Savior would have them 

use those gifts not to accumulate earthly wealth or 

prestige but to glorify his name and serve his 

people.ò 

Rev. Ronald Koehler from Grace, Tucson, Ariz., 

returned the call as MLS president earlier this 

month. The position has been vacant since Sept. 17, 

2010, when Rev. Aaron Frey resigned the position. 

Dr. William Zeiger, vice president of MLS, is 

serving as president during the vacancy. 

Prof. Paul Zell Declines MLS 
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ #ÁÌÌ 

Rev. Paul Zell, professor of homiletics and New 

Testament at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, 

Mequon, Wisconsin, has informed the MLS 

Governing Board chairman, Pas. George Ferch, that 

he has been led by the Holy Spirit to decline the 

boardôs call for him to become the next president of 

Michigan Lutheran Seminary. 

The MLS board is scheduled to meet on campus on 

Friday, September 9, for its fall meeting.  The 

issuing of the next call to fill the vacant presidentôs 

position will be a part of the boardôs agenda for the 

day.   

The most recent call was the seventh issued by the 

board since it asked for members of the synod to 

submit nominations in September 2010.  While 

eleven months have passed since the calling process 

began, in 1993-94 the process took more than 

twenty months and fourteen calls before Rev. Paul 

Prange became the fifth president of MLS as a 

preparatory school. 

Last Modified: Wednesday, August 24th at 

11:30a.m. 

 

 

 
 

TRAINING LEADERS FOR  INDIA  

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELM) in 

India recently graduated 25 students from its pre-

seminary training. Twenty-four of the graduates are 

going on to seminary training. 

WELS friendly counselor to India says heôs 

encouraged by this larger-than-usual class. ñThe 

seminary program is the heart and soul of the work 

that WELS is doing in India. It is as vital to the 

http://wels.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ae2af97b53a196a3829909f7a&id=f50938bc93&e=7c85ed2fed
http://wels.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ae2af97b53a196a3829909f7a&id=f50938bc93&e=7c85ed2fed
http://wels.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ae2af97b53a196a3829909f7a&id=d8484681f5&e=7c85ed2fed
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national church as Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary is 

to WELS. Without the seminary and pre-seminary 

there would be no trained men to serve the many 

congregations and preaching stations.ò 

In the 12 years the CELM seminary has been 

operating, this is the second time 25 men have 

graduated from the pre-seminary program. There 

have been three seminary and three pre-seminary 

graduating classes with a total of 29 men graduated 

from the seminary. 

CELM has more than 160 congregations and 

preaching stations with about 100 national pastors 

and evangelists to serve the more than 7,000 

baptized members. 

In many cases, says the friendly counselor, students 

begin pre-seminary training after already serving a 

congregation. Before they are able to enroll in pre-

seminary training, they are required to attend 

courses on Christian doctrine, the Catechism, and 

other basic Bible knowledge. Upon passing a pre-

seminary entrance exam, the students then attend 

school two weeks out of every month. 

ñThe 25 men who graduated are gifts of our 

gracious God to his church,ò says the friendly 

counselor. ñThese men are faithful shepherds to 

their flocks, lovers of their Lord, and seekers of the 

lost.ò 

COMMITTEE FOR 

HMONG/ASIAN MINISTRY  

 

The Board for Home Missions Executive 

Committee has decided to use a committee 

approach to serve Hmong and Asian ministry in the 

United States, instead of a single Hmong 

coordinator. 

In an effort to put more responsibility for Hmong 

ministry in the hands of Hmong men, the committee 

had called Rev. Pheng Moua, pastor at Immanuel 

Hmong, St. Paul, Minn., in March as the Hmong 

coordinator. But Moua declined the call. 

Rev. Keith Free, administrator of the Board for 

Home Missions, sees advantages to the change of 

direction. ñThe BHM Executive Committee saw the 

potential in this new structure to incorporate more 

Hmong pastors in the development of Hmong 

ministry,ò he says. 

Moua agrees, ñI think the committee will give 

opportunity to all the brothers to hold hands 

together and unite together to use their ideas and 

their experience so that they can serve the 

congregations at large,ò he says. ñDifferent persons 

have different gifts, and when they use their gifts 

together to advance the kingdom of God, it will 

better serve every congregation.ò 

Moua will be playing a role in the new structure. He 

will be serving as the chairman of the 

Congregational Development subcommittee, one of 

four subcommittees in the new Hmong Asian 

Committee. He says he will be working to help 

congregations develop programs in areas such as 

worship, education, fellowship, evangelism, and 

stewardship. ñI plan to visit congregations and see 

what couples and what families need locally but 

also build the church as a family,ò says Moua. 

Other subcommittees will address mission field 

development, ministry training, and resource 

development. The subcommittee chairmen, three of 

whom will be Hmong pastors, will serve on the 

overarching committee, with Free serving as 

chairman. The committee approach will be re-

evaluated in 2013. 

Cross-cultural ministry is an increasingly important 

aspect of Home Missionsô efforts, with about 35 

percent of its budget supporting cross-cultural 

ministry. The Hmong are just one of the many 

ethnic groups WELS is reaching in the United 

States. ñAs our countryôs ethnic populations 

continue to grow, it is vital we are active in taking 

the gospel of Jesus Christ to as many cultures as we 

can,ò says Free. ñThe triune God so bless us.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wels.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ae2af97b53a196a3829909f7a&id=a5c0e96500&e=7c85ed2fed
http://wels.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ae2af97b53a196a3829909f7a&id=a5c0e96500&e=7c85ed2fed


 

Page 11 

WELSTECH TURNS 200 

 

Sept. 7 will mark the 200th weekly episode of the 

WELSTech Podcast, an online broadcast covering 

topics such as technology for Bible studies and 

worship, the ever-evolving range of technologies 

for the classroom, efficiency and productivity tools, 

and Web site design and utilization. 

The 200th podcast will feature comments and 

messages from listeners. WELS Chief Technology 

Officer and co-host Martin Spriggs says, ñThe thing 

that makes our show go is our listeners. So we felt 

that listening to them for our 200th episode would 

be good. So weôre inviting voicemails, and weôll 

play and comment on them.ò 

WELS Technology Trainer and Spriggs' co-host 

Sallie Draper added, ñThey get to hear our voices an 

awful lot; weôre hoping to hear theirs.ò 

Listeners can leave a message to tell their favorite 

technology-in-the-ministry story or just to offer 

congratulations by calling 405-FOR-WELS or 405-

367-9357. Callers will be entered to win a 

WELSTech Flip Mino video camera. 

 

Spriggs says the mission of the podcast is ñraising 

awareness of how technology can be an asset or an 

aid to ministry, whether it be a pastor, teacher or lay 

worker in the church and school. God has given us 

technology as a tool for us to use, and hopefully the 

podcast opens up conversation on how best to do 

that.ò 

Draper says, ñItôs hard when youôre out there in the 

solo congregation trying to figure out these things. 

Youôre looking for somebody that has a wider 

perspective or more experience than you.ò 

Spriggs and Draper have been cohosting the podcast 

since January of 2008. It started, says Spriggs, when 

more and more people from around the synod were 

coming to him with questions about Web 

development and software. By utilizing the podcast 

format, they can reach a broader audience. 

Listen to the WELSTech Podcast  

 

Ertl is new pastor at Our Savior's 
 

By KAREN HERZOG Bismarck Tribune 

BismarckTribune.com | Posted: Friday, August 12, 

2011 10:00 pm |  

 
Rev. Jordan Ertl is the new pastor at Our 

Savior's Lutheran Church in Bismarck. 8-9-2011 

Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Bismarck has a 

new pastor. 

As of July 18, the congregation of about 150 is 

being served by the Rev. Jordan Ertl. 

Ertl, 26, graduated in May from Wisconsin 

Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, Wis., a seminary of 

the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

Ertl has a grandfather who also is a pastor. Born and 

raised in Watertown, which is between Milwaukee 

and Madison with a population of about 25,000, he 

attended Lutheran parochial schools and graduated 

from Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minn., in 

2007 before attending seminary. His wife, Angie, 

has her master's degree in social work. 

He and Angie met through her brother, who was a 

classmate of Ertl's. Their dates included Milwaukee 

Brewers' games - Angie is a huge Brewers fan, he 

said. After about a month and a half, however, she 

left for China, where she had been scheduled to 

teach English for a year. 

So they stayed in touch through email and Skype 

and were married this past June. The couple will 

live in the church's nearby parsonage. 

Ertl said they love Bismarck and North Dakota. One 

thing that stands out is how well the economy is 

doing here, he said: "Things are booming." 

http://wels.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ae2af97b53a196a3829909f7a&id=d03dfb4da2&e=7c85ed2fed
http://blogs.wels.net/welstech/
http://bismarcktribune.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=By%20KAREN%20HERZOGBismarck%20Tribune
http://bismarcktribune.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=By%20KAREN%20HERZOGBismarck%20Tribune
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Unemployment back in Wisconsin is around 10 

percent, he said. 

"To graduate and have a job and a place to come to 

is a blessing," Ertl said. 

The Wisconsin Synod's theology is the Lutheran 

one of "grace alone, faith alone, scripture alone," he 

said - "Jesus Christ, crucified for sinners." 

Ertl will spend his first year or so learning, he said - 

"learning about your people, learning about your 

community, learning what the needs are and how to 

serve them." 

Our Savior's is at 1615 N. 18th St. 

 

Christian musician offers free 

concert of thanks for help that 

followed Katrina  

The Post-Crescent 

When more than four feet of muddy seawater 

flooded a New Orleans church following Hurricane 

Katrina in 2005, Chris Driesbach lost about $20,000 

worth of musical equipment. 

The devastating floods also extensively damaged 

his condominium miles away but, thanks to the 

generosity of others, the challenges only 

temporarily dampened his spirit. 

ñThe most amazing thing happened,ò said 

Driesbach, who was convinced that it was all over 

for Crown of Life Lutheran Church and its 138 

members. ñWhat happened was the word got out to 

our church body, the Wisconsin (Evangelical 

Lutheran) Synod, and actually 10,000 people sent 

donations to the Committee on Relief. And over 

$2.1 million was raised to help us.ò 

Besides financial donations, he said 1,300 WELS 

volunteers came down to New Orleans over the next 

two and a half years and Crown of Lifeôs four 

buildings were ñbeautifully rebuilt.ò 

At 7 p.m. Friday, Driesbach will bring his story in 

video and music to a free concert at Eternal Love 

Lutheran Church, 1011 E. Midway Road, Appleton. 

Driesbach, 58, an avowed atheist who spent years 

traveling the United States as a lounge singer, 

became a Christian in 1995 while living in Alaska 

after he challenged the beliefs of a Lutheran pastor 

who lived next door. About six weeks into a 22-

week basic teachings of the bible course at the 

pastorôs house, he was a convert. 

In the aftermath of Katrina, with a new guitar and 

keyboard, Driesbach performed a concert for the 

volunteers, who also helped restore the homes of 41 

church members. 

Their encouragement led Driesbach to begin touring 

as a Christian singer/songwriter in what he calls his 

ñnever-ending tour for Jesus.ò  

He contacts churches that had sent volunteers to 

New Orleans, offering to perform a free thank you 

concert. He doesnôt get paid but does offer copies of 

the six CDs he has recorded and accepts free will 

offerings to help cover his expenses.  

ñIôm just a guy who goes around singing in 

churches and Iôm having the time of my life,ò 

Driesbach said. ñI feel like I have an important 

message for people who maybe donôt have faith.ò 

He added, ñIf a guy like me can get to faith anybody 

can." 

Sunday school lessons guide children through their 

lives 

August 13, 2011 

 
Pastor Guy Marquardt  

St. Mary's Church in Nottingham, England, may 

very well be the home of the world's first Sunday 

school in 1751. The Sunday school movement 

would pick up speed in the following decades, 

championed by Robert Raikes, editor of the 

Gloucester Journal. In those days, Sunday was the 

only day that poor children in the slums didn't have 

to work in the factories. 

Raikes saw value in teaching these "street urchins" 

how to read and write, to keep them from falling 

into a life of crime. The Bible served as their 

primary textbook; a catechism provided extra 

material. 
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Samuel Slater, a wealthy American industrialist, is 

credited with bringing the Sunday school system to 

the states in the 1790s ð to serve the children 

laboring in the textile mills he owned on the east 

coast. 

Sunday schools have taken different forms over the 

years, depending on the needs and goals of students 

and teachers. These days, the emphasis is no longer 

on basic literacy. We have an established public 

school system for that. Some would say, then, that 

the chief remaining goal of Sunday School is to 

teach basic (Christian) morality ð how the children 

might curb their natural sinful desires and lead 

decent lives full of compassion for their fellow man. 

If a middle-schooler respects her superiors or shows 

mercy to his enemies, Sunday school is seen to have 

been a success, and the child is allowed to 

"graduate." Why submit them to further torture, 

some might ask, as long as they know how to be a 

good kid? In their eyes, the purpose of religious 

instruction is boiled down to merely pacifying the 

otherwise unruly. 

We would never accept such an underachieving aim 

for our elementary or secondary school systems. 

Our teachers are paid to be neither babysitters nor 

lion-tamers, but to enable and equip our children for 

a lifetime of learning and personal growth. Why 

shouldn't our churches' educational programs have 

the same, lofty vision, but on a spiritual level? 

Christians are known as disciples of Christ, and a 

disciple is a lifelong learner. 

Our Sunday school program at Christ Evangelical 

Lutheran Church prepares children for a lifetime of 

sitting at the Master's feet and growing in his grace. 

It equips them with the training, the background and 

even the vocabulary that they will need to 

participate in the conversation of the church which 

has been going on for centuries before they (or their 

parents or grandparents, for that matter) were born. 

But what we do with children at church on Sunday 

mornings is not just an investment in the future of 

our children. It is meant to be a real blessing to 

them even now. Their regular attendance in Sunday 

school will allow them to get more out of the 

pastor's sermon, the hymns and the prayers ð not 

just because they learn how to listen, but because 

Sunday school, like every activity of the Christian 

church, is meant to bring the participants to a 

stronger faith in Christ. 

The congregation I serve includes the word 

"evangelical" in its title. That is, we are first and 

foremost a gospel-centered church. The message we 

preach is a person: Christ Jesus, crucified in the 

place of sinners and raised from the dead to 

guarantee life to all who trust in his promises. That 

means that the Sunday school teacher's role is not to 

scare little ones into a holy obedience with a healthy 

dose of the Commandments, but to gently lead them 

to know Jesus as the Son of God and the friend of 

the hopeless. 

It's interesting to note that one of the criticisms of 

Robert Raikes' "Ragged School" was that it might 

weaken home-based religious education. Perhaps 

today we'd have to admit that those fears, by and 

large, have been proved prophetic. 

Rare are the modern Christian parents who 

acknowledge that their duty to the Lord is to "bring 

(their children) up in the training and instruction of 

the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4). The church gladly offers 

assistance to parents, but it cannot usurp the role 

and responsibility that God has given to Mom and 

Dad. 

When some mothers tried bringing their little 

children to be blessed by Jesus, the 12 disciples 

turned them away. But our Lord, the Good 

Shepherd, said, "Let the little children come to me, 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 

belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone 

who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 

little child will never enter it." And he took the 

children in his arms, put his hands on them and 

blessed them (Mark 10:13-16). 

Do not hinder your children from receiving the 

blessing of their Savior. Let them come to Jesus. 

Guy Marquardt is pastor of Christ Evangelical 

Lutheran Church on Lodi's Eastside. He can be 

reached at 625-9694, by email at pastor@christ-

lodi.org or through the church website, 

www.christ-lodi.org. 

 

WELS Convention                  

Information Continues 
Day three [Wednesday, July 27, 2011] of WELS' 

61st Biennial Convention featured presentations 

from a variety of ministries -- as floor committees 

continued developing resolutions to be presented to 

the full convention for action. 

mailto:pastor@christ-lodi.org
mailto:pastor@christ-lodi.org
http://www.christ-lodi.org/
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Rev. John Moldstad, 

president of the 

Evangelical Luther-

an Synod (ELS), 

headquartered in 

Mankato, Minn., 

discussed the sy-

nodôs  discussed  the  

 

 

synodôs first strategic plan adopted at its annual 

convention this past June. The plan encourages 

members to engage others with Jesus and asks 

congregations to think of themselves as missions. 

ñThe wonderful thing about ELS and WELS is that 

weôre on the same page doctrinally with one 

another,ò says Moldstad, ñand we also share this 

zeal and determination to get the message of Christ 

to many more souls.ò 

Bishop Vôyacheslav Horpynchuk brought greetings 

from the Ukrainian Lutheran Church, with which 

WELS declared fellowship in 2001. He shared the 

history of Christianity in Ukraine as well as the 

challenges the synod still faces, including identity, 

persecution and financial issues. He asked delegates 

not to forget the church body and to continue to 

offer support. President Mark Schroeder responded, 

ñWe will remember you in our prayers, and we will 

do everything that we can not just to have 

fellowship with you but to practice fellowship with 

youðnot just in doctrine, but walking together with 

you as you boldly confess Christ in Ukraine.ò 

Horpynchuk says that the support shown throughout 

the convention is encouraging. ñSometimes we feel 

alone,ò he says. ñIn a country where you have poor 

economy, where you have corruption, where you 

have persecutions, it is not easy. And here you have 

brothers who understand you, who stand with you, 

who say óHere are our elbows; we are with you.ô 

That's encouraging.ò 

In other news, floor committees began bringing 

resolutions forward for convention action. Most 

notable were two resolutions dealing with the divine 

call. Delegates passed one resolution that adopts 

principles developed by the Conference of 

Presidents (COP). Those principles call for showing 

love and concern when terminating calls for 

financial reasons. 

But another resolution addressing a memorial that 

called for an appeal process when calls are 

terminated for elective reasons was sent back to the 

floor committee for further consideration. Sentiment 

expressed on the floor was that the resolution as 

presented did not adequately lay out the appeals 

process as the memorial proposed. 

ñFrom what Iôve heard from the floor and off the 

floor is they understand there is no appeal process 

for terminating for elective reasons,ò says Rev. 

Douglas Free, chairman of the COP committee, 

ñbut it seems as if people were terminated, and it 

wasnôt really made clear as to why and what their 

recourse was then.ò 

The COP floor committee is expected to present a 

revised resolution Thursday. 

FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF 

THE REPORTS & MEMORIALS 

FROM THE 2011 CONVENTION  

A COMPLETE LISTING WILL BE 

AVAILABLE IN THE ñREPORT 

TO THE TWELVE DISTRICTSò 

IN OCTOBER 2011 

COP to develop procedures                

for call termination  
Delegates adopted a new resolution Friday on the 

procedure for the elective termination of a divine 

call. Elective terminations occur when a 

congregation ends the call of a pastor, teacher or 

staff minister because of financial difficulty, staff 

resizing or reallocation of resources. 

The resolution asked the Conference of Presidents 

(COP) to develop a process regarding the 

termination of calls for elective reasons, including 

considering the matter of appeals. 

An earlier resolution brought on Tuesday was sent 

back to the floor committee for reconsideration. 

Sentiment expressed on the floor then was that the 

resolution as presented did not adequately lay out 

the appeals process as a memorial brought to the 

convention had proposed. The memorial had asked 

that the COP ñimplement an appropriate procedure 

for appealing the termination of a divine call for 

elective reasons.ò 

The committee met again to put together the new 

resolution. ñWe brought in some different people 

who hadnôt been in our committee meeting the first 

time,ò says Rev. Douglas Free, chairman of that 

committee. ñWe got some more perspectives. I 
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think we understood the emotions of some of the 

people better.ò 

Free says that having the COP develop a process 

will help congregations who find themselves in this 

situation. ñThe [COP] paper said it is permissible to 

terminate [calls] for elective reasons, but now we 

need to underscore to the congregations hereôs what 

you need to do to inform this is coming up. Thatôs 

the proactive part of our resolution.ò  

Floor Committee 04:                     

Finance and Budget 

Subject: 2011-2013                        

Ministry Financial Plan  

Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 78-

90, Memorial 2011-04, Synodical Council 

Unfunded Program Priority List  

Resolution No. 04  

WHEREAS 1) the Synodical Councilôs (SC) 

proposed Ministry Financial Plan for the 2011-2013 

biennium not only maintains ministry but also 

provides for careful growth in Home and World 

Missions while maintaining a three-tiered, four 

school ministerial education system; and  

WHEREAS 2) the SCôs proposed Ministry 

Financial Plan for the 2011-2013 biennium includes 

the projected use of reserves of one-time funds 

(totaling c.a. $9.5 million) to sustain ongoing 

ministries; and  

WHEREAS 3) the SCôs proposed Ministry 

Financial Plan includes a projected need for 

Congregational Mission Offering (CMO) to 

increase 3% for calendar years 2012 and 2013; and  

WHEREAS 4) in order to maintain ministries and 

continue a careful growth of ministries beyond the 

2011-2013 bienium, support from all other sources 

will need to grow at 3 or 4 times the rate of inflation 

to make up for the use of reserves in the proposed 

Ministry Financial Plan; and  

WHEREAS 5) there are still unfunded ministry 

programs, including archives and archivist, that 

would be carried out if funding becomes available; 

therefore be it  

Resolved, a) that the 2011 WELS Synod 

Convention adopt the 2011-2013 Ministry Financial 

Plan proposed by the Synodical Council; and be it 

further  

Resolved, b) that we adopt the SCôs unfunded 

programs priority list; and be it further  

Resolved, c) that we encourage every congregation 

to consider prayerfully increasing their CMO so that 

we can maintain and carefully grow area of ministry 

programs; and be it finally 04-04 Page 2 of 2  

Resolved, d) that we pray that the Lord of the 

harvest bless the gospel proclamation that the 2011-

2013 Ministry Plan supports.  

Rev. Daniel Habben, Chairman  

Teacher Scott Loberger, Secretary  

ADOPTED  
 

Floor Committee 05:                           

Inter -Church Relations 

Subject: Work of the Commission 

on Inter-Church Relations (CICR) 

Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, p. 8-10  

Report No. 01  

Floor committee No. 5 has reviewed the report 

submitted by the WELS Commission on Inter-

Church Relations (CICR). This commissionôs 

responsibility is to represent the synod in doctrinal 

discussions with other church bodies who are, or are 

not, in fellowship with the synod and to stay 

informed about the doctrinal trends in other church 

bodies.  

We are encouraged to see that WELS and ELS 

continue to work together in consistent doctrine and 

practice. This relationship with our sister synod 

continues to be a blessing to all.  

We support the CICR as it seeks to encourage and 

provide assistance to church bodies in the Baltic 

States, Eastern Europe, and in Scandinavia.  

We note with joy that our sister synod in Germany 

(the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church of Germany) 

is celebrating the 10th anniversary of its elementary 

school in Zwickau, which now has an enrollment of 

145 students in grades 1-4. They have remained 

faithful in proclaiming the gospel in the face of 

many challenges.  

We give thanks for the formal declaration of 

fellowship with the Evangelical Lutheran 

Confessional Church in Puerto Rico. This marks an 

http://www.wels.net/news-events/events/2011-synod-convention/resolutions/resolutions
http://www.wels.net/news-events/events/2011-synod-convention/resolutions/resolutions
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important milestone in our efforts to share the 

Gospel with the people of Puerto Rico.  

We encourage the CICR in exploring the possibility 

of assisting with the organization of free 

conferences where topics pertinent to confessional 

Lutherans could be presented and discussed.  

Floor committee No. 5 thanks the CICR for its 

faithfulness in working with other church bodies to 

explore relationships based upon a common 

confession of the truth of Godôs Word.  

Rev. John Koelpin, Chairman  

Rev. Tom Unke, Secretary  

ADOPTED 

Floor Committee 11:                  

Ministerial Education  

Subject: Ministerial Education 

Reference: 2011 Book of Reports and Memorials, 

pp. 107-139  

Report No. 01  

The continuing scriptural purpose of Ministerial 

Education is the preparation of candidates for the 

public ministry of the gospel to proclaim Christôs 

love in the congregations, schools, and mission 

fields of our fellowship (2011 Book of Reports and 

Memorials, p. 107). The Lord has richly blessed our 

four synodical schools this past biennium as they 

continued to prepare young men and women for the 

full -time ministry of proclaiming the gospel ñto 

every nation, tribe, language and people.ò Never 

before in the history of our schools have they 

enjoyed such wonderful opportunities to participate 

in the world-wide proclamation of the Gospel 

beyond the classroom walls (opportunities which 

include Pastoral Studies Institute, Overseas 

Teaching, Implementation of Mandarin, Daylight 

International Program, Project Timothy and Project 

Titus). Our two preparatory schools, Luther 

Preparatory School (LPS) and Michigan Lutheran 

Seminary (MLS), are projecting positive trends in 

school enrollment. These student increases will, 

with Godôs blessing, translate into enrollment 

increases at Martin Luther College (MLC) and 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WLS) in 

forthcoming years. Both WLS and MLC are 

faithfully implementing and working to expand 

continuing education programs for the spiritual and 

professional growth of our called workers. While 

the four synodical schools are currently 

understaffed due to budget restrictions, we are 

thankful that these dedicated men and women are 

proving themselves as faithful servants of the Lord 

and picking up additional workloads to the best of 

their ability and for the good of their respective 

student body and our synod at large.  

We note with concern that while the overall 

financial support for the Board for Ministerial 

Education will increase slightly this biennium, the 

Synod Support Operating Allocation portion of this 

amount will decrease slightly. For this reason, all 

four synodical schools are reporting that they will 

rapidly spend down whatever reserve funds are 

available to them and will need to implement tuition 

increases. However with tuition increases, we are 

concerned that students will continue to graduate 

from MLC and WLS with a significant debt load. 

While the four schools will receive adequate 

funding to operate and function this biennium, the 

Board for Ministerial Education (BME) continues to 

work toward a plan for long-term financial stability. 

This includes operating funds as well as capital 

projects on all four campuses that have been put on 

hold due to budget restrictions.  

What our gracious Lord, the Head of the Church, 

said nearly 2,000 years ago is still just as applicable 

today, ñThe harvest is plentiful but the workers are 

few.ò (Matthew 9:37). With that in mind we need to 

diligently encourage and recruit young men and 

women to prepare for the full-time preaching and 

teaching ministry, not just to fill current vacancies 

but to also be ready to respond to any opportunity 

the Lord places before us to preach and teach his 

word throughout the world. Workers are still 

neededðneeded for our local pulpits and 

classrooms; needed for our ministerial education 

schools and our area Lutheran High Schools; 

needed for our home missions and our world 

missions. It will take the support of our entire synod 

to continue to produce these well trained called 

workers. These schools are our schools. We are the 

ones whom the Lord uses to support these schools 

with our offerings, prayers and encouragements. 

With his blessing ñall things are possibleò (Matthew 

19:26).  

In spite of the many challenges, the Lord continues 

to pour forth his blessings upon our schools 

(students, faculties, staffs, governing boards) and 
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the members of the Board for Ministerial Education, 

as together they faithfully use their God-given gifts 

to prepare gospel servants for the Lordôs kingdom 

and our church body.  

Pastor Jonathan Voss, Chairman  

Staff Minister Adrian Smith, Secretary  

ADOPTED 

Floor Committee 18:                        

WELS Long-Range Plan 

Subject: WELS Long-Range Plan 

Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 59-

63  

Resolution No. 01  

WHEREAS 1) The synod long-range plan as 

presented provides a general guideline for the future 

direction of our synod that is flexible enough to 

react to changing circumstances and allows areas of 

ministry to fill in the details of their plans; and  

WHEREAS 2) Some WELS members have 

requested access to the details supporting this 

general plan; and  

WHEREAS 3) A good long-range plan needs to 

provide for measurement, tracking, and reporting; 

and  

WHEREAS 4) The long-range plan needs to 

recognize the great importance of staying current 

with new technologies as they become available, 

utilizing the best methods for spreading the gospel 

to as broad an audience as possible; and  

WHEREAS 5) It is important to communicate in a 

brotherly way with world mission fields and as we 

operate cross-culturally; therefore be it  

Resolved, a) That the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod in convention adopt the long-range 

plan with thanks to the long-range planning 

committee for their diligent service; and be it 

further  

Resolved, b) That access to the details that support 

this general plan be made available to interested 

members of our synod; and be it further  

Resolved, c) That provisions be made in connection 

with the long-range plan for measurement, tracking 

and reporting that focus on efforts rather than just 

those results which only the Holy Spirit can grant; 

and be it further  

Resolved, d) That we encourage the utilization of 

the best methods for spreading the gospel to as 

broad an audience as possible through new 

technologies; and be it finally  

Resolved, e) As it involves churches in world 

mission settings, the long range plan will be 

communicated to our brothers and sisters in the 

world in a way that does not impose our plans on 

them but respects their full partnership with us in 

gospel ministry.  

Daniel Wagenknecht, chairman  

Mark Paustian, secretary  

ADOPTED 

Floor Committee 19:                           

Bible Translation 

Subject: A Confessional Lutheran 

Bible Translation 

Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 36-

37; Supplemental Report of the TEC  

Resolution No. 02  

WHEREAS 1) some have articulated concerns 

about each of the translations currently available for 

use in our synodical publications; and  

WHEREAS 2) some have expressed a desire for a 

translation produced by confessional Lutherans (a 

ten-to fifteen-year project); and  

WHEREAS 3) confessional Lutheran study notes (a 

five-to seven-year project) would be a welcome 

addition to any Bible translation chosen for use in 

synodical publications; therefore be it  

Resolved, a) that the Synod Praesidium appoint a 

task force to study the feasibility of producing a 

confessional Lutheran translation and/or study Bible 

with notes to accompany whatever Bible translation 

is chosen; and be it finally  

Resolved, b) that the appointed task force offer a 

preliminary report to the 2012 district conventions 

and final recommendations to the 2013 convention 

of the WELS.  

Rev. Thomas Jeske, Chairman  

Prof. Norv Kock, Secretary  
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ADOPTED 

Floor Committee 19:                        

Bible Translation 

Subject: The Mechanism for a 

Decision on the Choice of a Bible 

Translation for Synod Publications 

Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 36-

37; Supplemental Report of the TEC  

Resolution No. 03  

WHEREAS 1) making a decision on which Bible 

translation to use in synod publications before the  

synod meets in convention in 2013 would assist 

Northwestern Publishing House because it needs to 

make writing assignments and to avoid lost 

revenue; and  

WHEREAS 2) this decision will also impact those 

that Northwestern Publishing House serves, 

including our Lutheran schools; and  

WHEREAS 3) the ongoing work of the Translation 

Evaluation Committee (TEC) will be a major 

component in the selection process (i.e., the 

publication of study documents, a symposium at our 

seminary, personal appearances, distance learning, 

and the like); and  

WHEREAS 4) the Synod in convention has 

authority to create a mechanism by which the 

decision on the choice of a Bible translation for 

synod publications may be made; therefore be it  

Resolved, a) that the TEC give a ñFinal Reportò to 

the Synod Praesidium in time to be included in the 

2012 ñReport to the Twelve Districts;òand be it 

further  

Resolved, b) that the TEC include in its ñFinal 

Reportò the input it will receive from the ongoing 

process of evaluation; and be it further  

Resolved, c) that on the basis of the TECôs ñFinal 

Reportò the praesidium of the Synod create a ballot 

that will be used at each 2012 district convention to 

choose a Bible translation for synod publications; 

and be it finally  

Resolved, d) that if there is not a two thirds majority 

from all 2012 district delegate votes (aggregate), the 

Synod Praesidium will make provision for a final 

vote at the 2013 synod convention or call a special 

convention.  

Rev. Thomas Jeske, Chairman  

Prof. Norv Kock, Secretary 
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The graphs above state that our Michigan District 

has remitted $1,117,069 to date ($1,113,932 in 

2010; $1,152,855 subscribed) and that the synod as 

a whole has received $10,646,667 to date 

($10,752,109 in 2010; $10,757,126 subscribed). 
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Lutheran Womenôs                 
Missionary Society 

 

Calling all ladies of Grace Lutheran Church to join 

us for the 2011 Fall Rally being held at Salem 

Lutheran Church in Owosso on Sunday, September 

25 with registration starting at 2:00 pm. Our speaker 

will be Pastor Tim Gauger, Chairman of the MI 

District Mission Board. Come and enjoy a 

wonderful presentation and fellowship. 

Flint Circuit Secretary, 

Kaye Crego 

 

Lutheran Womenôs                 
Missionary Society 

Presidentôs Corner  President Jackie Hieb 

encourages us to carry out theGreat Commission. 

 

Donôt Miss the Fun 

Picture yourself at convention in Winston-Salem, 

North Carolina next year! 

48TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

REFLECTIONS  

Moved to be a missionary and carry out the Great 

Commission 

It is hard to believe that another convention has 

come and gone. As always, there was so much to 

see, hear, and take in. I am in awe of what our good 

and gracious God can do in the form of mission 

offerings and how generous each and every one of 

you is. It brings tears to my eyes when those 

offerings are presented to the home and world 

missions. 

My favorite part of the convention is the 

presentations from our missionaries. When I hear 

what God is doing in foreign lands through the 

vehicle of our missionaries, it makes me stop and 

realize that like these missionaries in foreign lands, 

we are all missionaries right where God has placed 

us. I left inspired to be braver about carrying forth 

the Great Commission, as commanded in Scripture.  

I have met so many amazing people since I started 

attending conventions seven years ago and always 

look forward to reconnecting with these friends and 

making new ones. I attend the conventions by 

myself and plan to keep doing so. The conventions 

help me recharge my spiritual batteries and give me 

ideas to take homeðmainly to encourage the 

women in my circuit to get involved in LWMS. 

It is my fervent prayer that if you have never 

attended a convention, you will plan to join your 

fellow sisters in Christ at Winston-Salem, North 

Carolina in June of 2012. I can promise that if you 

attend, you will be hooked and will not want to miss 

one again. That has been true for me. 

Debbie Miller 

Trinity Lutheran Church - Eugene, Oregon 

Convention 2011 Notes 

¶ 1,284 registered attendees from 59 circuits 

¶ Opening Service : 1,542 

¶ Closing Service : 1,128 

¶ First Time Attendees: 255 

¶ kids c.a.r.e. Offerings: $80,232.01 (including 

$25,000 from the Antioch Foundation) 

¶ Mission Offerings $69,919.12 (divided 

between World Missions Project #WM-

2010-21: Japan and Home Missions Project 

#HM-2010-12: Vicars in Mission Settings) 

¶ Worship Offering:$45,481.34 divided 

between World Missions Project #WM-

2010-13: Brazil and Home Missions Project 

#HM-2010-14: Cross-Cultural Mission 

Conferences & Training) 

¶  

FALL 2011 - Newsletter 

Lutheran Womenôs                   

Missionary Society 

Presidentôs Corner - Go Into All the World...  

The world is a big place! At the 48th Annual 

Lutheran Womenôs Missionary Society (LWMS) 
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Convention held this past June in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin, attendees were reminded just how big 

the world really is! Missionaries from Russia: 

Malawi; Zambia; India; the Caribbean; College 

Station, Texas; and Wauwatosa, Wisconsin shared 

stories of the many ways God has worked through 

them to spread the message of Godôs free gift of 

salvation through Christ to many who do not know 

of the Savior. Nationals from Mexico, Japan, 

Apacheland, and Southern Asia shared their thanks 

and praise for Godôs guidance in bringing people 

sharing a common faith into their lives. 

How big is your world? The world is truly a big 

place, but you can carry out the Great Commission 

within your small corner by praying for the safety 

of Christians all over the world; encouraging 

missionaries in Brazil and Antigua with cards and 

letters; thanking God for Hispanic Outreach in 

Milwaukee; sharing your gifts to help with relief 

work in Joplin, Missouri; and asking God for 

opportunities to witness his love with everyone you 

meet. 

ñGo into all the world and preach the good news 

to all creationò Mark 16:15. 

President Jackie Hieb 

LWMS 

Board of Directorsô & Standing 

Committee Membersô E-mail 

Board of Directors 

President 

Jackie Hieb ~ president@lwms.org 
 

President-elect 

Kay Angle ~ presidentelect@lwms.org 
 

Vice President 

Bambi Tuttle ~ vicepresident@lwms.org 
 

Secretary 

Jill Doering ~ secretary@lwms.org 
 

Treasurer 

Donna Cook ~ treasurer@lwms.org 
 

Spiritual Growth~Mission Awareness 

Befriend A Mission Coordinator 

Karla Jaeger ~ bam@lwms.org 
 

Communications Coordinator 

Susan Fager ~ cc@lwms.org 
 

Pastoral Advisor 

Reverend Jeffrey Mahnke ~ pastor1@lwms.org 
 

Pastoral Advisor 

Reverend Brady Coleman ~ pastor2@lwms.org 
 

Central Office 

Beth Taticek, administrator ~ 

centraloffice@lwms.org 

Lois Miller, assistant ~ centralofficebam@lwms.org 
 

Standing Committees 

By-Laws 

Cheryl Diener, chair ~ jdiener@charter.net 

Devon Cole ~ devonc98@bellsouth.net 

Anita Schulz ~ anitashulz@charter.net 
 

Historian  

Kathryn Banbury ~ kataba@charter.net 
 

Communications Committee 

Mary Jo Barnes ~ mjobarneslwms@hotmail.com 

Nancy Busiahn ~ nancyblwms@frontiernet.net 

Wendy Wright ~ wrighters@sbcglobal.net 

The LWMS Board Communications Coordinator 

serves as chair of the Communications Committee. 
 

Quilt Coordinator  

Linda Glisson ~ quilts@lwms.org 

Lutheran Womenôs Missionary Society 

Lutheran Womenôs Missionary Society 

Nothing could be finer than to be in Winston-

Salem, North Carolina, and to feel the mission 

excitement at the 49th Annual LWMS Convention. 

The dates are June 21-24, 2012. The Heritage 

Circuit invites you to come early and stay late. 

Experience the grandeur of the Great Smoky 

Mountains, wade into the Atlantic Ocean at the 

Outer Banks, and stop by nearby Mount Airy and 

Mayberry too!  

This is an area vibrant with art, sports, and history; 

yet you will feel relaxed as you settle back to sit a 

spell. It is an inviting place to gather as we 

encourage one another to celebrate our God who 

reigns forever.   

Two convenient hotels are co-located with the con-

vention center. For more information, please see the 

convention website: 

www.lwms2012convention.com. Details will be 

sent in the January 2012 convention registration 

newsletter. 

Join us in proclaiming, ñOur God Reigns!ò 

ñHow beautiful on the mountains are the feet of 

mailto:president@lwms.org
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those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, 

who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion, óYour God reigns!ôò Isaiah 52:7. 

With support and recommendations from WELS 

Mission Office, the LWMS Board of Directors 

selects two home mission and two world mission 

projects for the projects ballot. These projects are 

chosen from the Home & World Missions Projects 

booklet. Member votes will select one home and 

one world project. These projects will receive 

LWMS circuit offerings throughout the 2011-2012 

year. The projects not selected will receive offerings 

from the convention opening and closing services. 

 

 

 

2011 ~ 2012 Ballot Mission Offering 

Projects 

Home: 

Project #HM-2010-05:                     

First Public Service Assistance 

The Lord is giving us opportunities to open new 

missions. New mission fields want the first service 

to be well received. After months of preparation, it 

is time to begin public services. Many printed items 

need to be created, mailings need to be completed, 

and facilities need to be obtained. With these new 

mission opportunities, we will need the additional 

funding to make them welcome their respective 

communities. Your gifts will help fund these needed 

preparations. 

Project #HM-2010-11:                    

Summer Student Assistants 

This was one of the projects for the 2009 

convention. The funds were used in the summer of 

2010 and allowed us to place nine students in 

mission fields. During this ten-week program, 

seminary students obtain valuable experience 

serving in established congregations that receive 

needed assistance. Mission congregations also have 

the opportunity to have contact with students. 

However all of the funds were used up. The only 

funding used for this program are special gifts. 

Your gifts would again help provide our seminary 

students this opportunity which is funded solely 

through special gifts.  

World:  

Project #WM-2010-08:                  

Zambia Projects 

More worker training for national pastors is needed 

in the mission fields of Zambia and Malawi. 

Improving the facilities and methods used for 

training national pastors is a priority for Zambia. 

Your gifts are needed to assist with seminary 

training, building student houses, upgrading 

electrical equipment, and providing new computer 

equipment and books for the seminary program. 

Funding will also provide Bible study and Easter 

retreats for the missionaries and their families. We 

pray the Lord would provide additional pastors for 

Zambia and Malawi. 

Project #WM-2010-22:                 

Thailand Projects 

The booklet refers only to the work that was being 

done in Chiang-Mai. Ministry work in Thailand is 

now being treated as one united WELS outreach. 

The project will also include the gospel outreach 

work and training being done in Chiang-Rai and 

Nong Khai. Your offerings for the Thailand project 

will help fund transportation for outreach to 

surrounding villages, provide new computer 

equipment needed to train young evangelists, 

purchase musical instruments, and supply Bibles 

and Christian instruction books for students. 

Mission Prayer 

Heavenly Father, through the pen of your apostle 

John and for our encouragement, confidence, and 

hope you have given us a beautiful glimpse of 

heaven. Around your Sonôs throne of grace will be 

one day a crowd of people that is uncountable. All 
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will be dressed in the robes of Jesusô righteousness 

and will wave branches of palm, victoriously and 

eternally. May the certainty of our salvation inspire 

us as the women of LWMS to pray fervently and 

witness courageously for Jesus. Bless our mission 

and work for you. May your kingdom come to us 

and through us! Amen. 

New Member Updates 

Mrs. Gail Maas Millville, Minnesota Individual 

Member 

Mrs. Pat Schulz Rosemount, Minnesota Individual 

Member 

Good Shepherd Novi, Michigan Alpha 

Crown of Life Corona, California Golden West 

Living Hope Midlothian, Virginia Heritage 

St. Peter Brodhead, Wisconsin Rock River 

Eternal Rock Castle Rock, Colorado Rocky 

Mountain 

St. John Edgar, Wisconsin Wisconsin River Valley 

As of June 30, 2011, the total membership is: 

891 congregations 4 individuals 

Partners in Apache 

Learning (PAL)  

Children can learn to support missions early in their 

lives. One way they learn about missions is through 

the LWMS kids c.a.r.e. projects. These projects 

alternate between home and world missions.  The 

2011-2012 kids c.a.r.e. project is Partners in Apache 

Learning (PAL). These gifts will aid future plans 

for the childrenôs school tuition cost and playground 

equipment. East Fork Lutheran and Peridot 

Lutheran schools remain on the Apache reservation. 

Apache families need tuition assistance to keep 

their child or children in one of the Christ-centered 

schools.  Providing tuition assistance allows more 

children an opportunity to enroll.   

Many people from the community come and play 

on the school grounds.  Playground equipment and 

basketball court resurfacing is needed.  The risk of 

injury because of an uneven playing surface is a 

concern. The kids c.a.r.e. gifts for Partners in 

Apache Learning would truly be a blessing for 

many Apache children and their families. 

For more information, go to www.lwms.org and 

click the kids c.a.r.e link, or contact the Central 

Office for a CD with PowerPoint, lesson plans, 

posters, and pictures. May the Lordôs blessings 

provide for the needs of the children within the 

Apache mission. 

Order Your 2012                               

Prayer Calendar Today! 

Where are our missions located? When do the 

missionaries serving our Befriend A Mission 

assignment celebrate their birthdays? How can I 

remember to pray for our missionaries? How can I 

share missions with others in my congregation and 

circuit? Are these questions you have asked or 

someone has asked you? The LWMS 2012 Prayer 

Calendar is a perfect tool to answer these questions. 

Its theme, Our God Reigns, coincides with the 49
th
 

Annual LWMS Convention theme. Each month 

recognizes missionary birthdays, items to add to 

oneôs prayer list, and a Bible verse to keep us 

focused on Godôs Word. You can also find 

interesting information regarding home and world 

missions, national pastors, and world and home 

mission maps on the back pages of the calendar. 

Each calendar is $10, plus shipping and handling. 

Contact the Central Office at 414-321-6212 or send 

an e-mail to centraloffice@lwms.org to get one 

today. 

 

 

Just A  Reminder! 

All forms  can be found in your handbook or on 

the LWMS Web site. 

CIRCUIT OFFICERS  

Rally Report Form, Officers 59  Send to President-

elect Kay Angle within 30 days of Fall Rally 
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Mission Offering Transmittal Form, Officers 58 

Send to Central Office immediately following Fall 

Rally 

CIRCUIT REPORTERS (CR)/NON-CIRCUIT 

REPORTERS (NCR) 

Befriend A Mission Response Form R-12/RNC-12 

Send to Circuit Vice President (CR) or BAM 

Coordinator Karla Jaeger (NCR) by 1/1/12 

Nominations for the LWMS Board of Directors 

Send to President-elect Kay Angle by 11/1/11 for 

Vice President, Secretary, Communications 

Coordinator, and Pastoral Advisor 

Mission Offerings Send to Circuit Treasurer (CR) 

before Fall Rally or Central Office (NCR) after fall 

offering has been collected 

Change of Name/Address for Reporter/Pastor Form 

R-9/RNC-9 Send to Central Office as changes 

occur 

Top 12 Things We Love about 

LWMS Conventions: 

¶ Hearing, meeting, and talking to the 

missionaries 

¶ Devotion and worship services, especially with 

communion 

¶ Workshops 

¶ Displays with free pens and especially chocolate 

candy 

¶ Flags 

¶ HUGS 

¶ Great music and choirs 

¶ Convention bags with goodies 

¶ Happy registration people 

¶ Prayer corner 

Thanks to all who filled out the evaluation form. 

They are a valuable tool for the convention 

committee in planning for future conventions. 

Please remember we have no control over the 

room temperature, meals, and walking distance. 

We are always open for ways to improve the 

convention. Feel free to contact Central Office 

any time with suggestions. 

Dear Sisters of the Lutheran Womenôs Missionary 

Society,  

What a wonderful 2011 LWMS Convention so 

many enjoyed. From the opening service to the 

closing service, to the many presentations and 

interesting workshops, convention participants were 

repeatedly reminded of the Great Commission. 

What a blessing that is. And, what a blessing it is 

when we, Godôs people, go to and support the 

proclamation of the gospel throughout the world. 

On behalf of Home Missions, thank you very much 

for your remarkable support of missions. 

Å The gift of $34,959.56 for Vicars in Mission 

Settings allows Home Missions to place additional 

vicars in mission settings during that vital year of 

training. 

Å The gift of $80,232.01 for kids c.a.r.e. for the 

Caribbean will assist with much needed materials 

and the updating of playground equipment for their 

school. 

Å The gift of $22,740.67 from the convention thank 

offerings for Cross-Cultural Mission Conferences 

and Training allows willing workers to be able to 

increase their skills in reaching out and teaching 

about Jesus Christ. 

These gifts support vital ministries. These gifts 

cause us to joyfully praise our Lord, ñSing to the 

Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

thingséThe LORD has made His salvation 

known and revealed His righteousness to the 

nationsò (Psalm 98:1,2). 

I pray the Lord continue to shower his richest 

blessings on LWMS. United with you in service to 

our Savior, Jesus Christ,  

Pastor Keith Free, administrator 

WELS Board for Home Missions 

Dear Mrs. Hieb and Members of the Lutheran 

Womenôs Missionary Society, 

On behalf of the Board for World Missions, I would 

like to express heartfelt thanks for the very generous 

2011 LWMS Mission Box offering gift of 

$34,959.56 designated for the Japan Special 

Projects Fund. This offering will give the Lutheran 

Evangelical Christian Church of Japan much needed 

support to carry on ministry and do outreach in its 

challenging circumstances of reduced manpower. 

Support during this difficult time when the country 

is recovering from the disasters of earthquake and 

tsunami will bring much encouragement to both our 
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gospel workers and fellow Lutherans in Japan. May 

the Lord bless this gift greatly! 

Our sincerest thanks also for the convention 

worship offering of $22,740.67 which was 

designated for the Brazil Special Projects Fund. Our 

mission in Brazil has been affected by the 

reductions that have been made in the recent past. 

We can only imagine how much this means to our 

missionary and national pastors who crave mutual 

support, growth, and companionship for their 

diffi cult work. 

We appreciate not only the generosity of these gifts 

but, even more, the faith and mission zeal that 

prompted them. LWMS has done so much to 

promote support for our church bodyôs mission 

programs that our praise to God for this 

organization continues unbroken. Thanks again for 

all you do. 

With Christian regards, 

Rev. Dan Koelpin, administrator 

WELS Board for World Missions 

Blessings in Florida 

Becky Huebner 

Looking backé 

I had only been to Florida one time before Call Day 

2007. I was about to move there, raise our family, 

and help start a church. It was a daunting task. Phil 

and I had previously talked about what an amazing 

experience it would be to start a new church. We 

were about to find out what it really was like. With 

joy, trust, and trepidation, we packed up our whole 

life and moved. Our son, Noah, was six months old, 

and we were leaving the comfort of grandpas and 

grandmas and heading to a place across the country 

to start a new church. When we pulled into Palm 

Coast, Florida, it was pretty surreal. We had no 

place to worship, no church name, and only 11 

people in our congregation. As a new missionaryôs 

wife, I felt a little lost. What was my role here? 

How could I best serve my Lord, my congregation, 

and my husband? 

Fast-forward four yearsé 

Oh how the Lord has blessed us! We have a 

beautiful building, a church name, and over 100 

members in our congregation. What a privilege it is 

to serve in Floridaðand not just because it is the 

ñSunshine State.ò The Lord certainly provided me 

with a way to serve him. I am the director of our 

preschool, and our school serves over 200 children. 

What a joy it is for me to be able to tell these little 

children about their Savior day after day. 

 

LUTHERAN WOMENôS MISSIONARY 
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PIONEER PLANS 

     

Once again it is time for Grace, Durand - Memorial, 

Williamston - & Our Savior, Perry  to begin another 

year of Joint Pioneer fellowship!  The cost is $20.00 

per individual, $30.00 per family. 

Monthly meetings will be held on the third Sunday 

(typically) of each month at noon.  The first meeting 

- Round Up- will be in Perry (Our Savior) on 

Sunday September 18, 2011 at noon.  Lunch will be 

provided.  The theme of the year will be Mission 

Work and how we can serve home and world 

missions.   We will be doing a sewing project at this 

Round Up meeting that is for our first Mission 

Project and needing some of the below mentioned 

items. 

With our theme in mind we will be collecting 

several items at our Round Up meeting.  Please 

bring as much of the following as you are able.  

There is no set amount of how many children  we 

can  share God's loving Gospel with . 

¶ Addresses of college students from each 

congregation; 

¶ School Supplies for WELS Mission to the 

Children - Mexico: 

crayons, pencils, erasers, rulers, notebooks, 

book bags, backpacks, blunt scissors, & 260 

inches of self sticking Velcro (narrow width)  

The meeting on Sunday, October 16
th
, will feature a 

hayride at the Kirkman farm; and, the meeting on 

Sunday, November 20
th
, will concern horsemanship 

at the Bannister ranch. 

For further information please contact: 

Tammy/Tim Waller 517-290-0914 

Dorris Cornwell 989-627-6583 

 

 

 

WELS Christian Life Resources 

 

August 17, 2011 

Florida Abortion Provider Must Pay 

$36M to Abortion Survivor  

A Florida court dismissed a request by suspended 

abortionist James Pendergraft for a new medical 

malpractice trial in a case decided by a jury last 

month. The jury stipulated the troubled abortion 

doctor must pay damages to a girl born with serious 

birth defects following a botched abortion. Orange 

Circuit Judge John Marshall Kest said Pendergraft 

and his abortion business must pay the designated 

$36.7 million in malpractice, punitive and 

compensatory damages to the family of the girl, 

now 10, who was born alive in November 2001. 

The baby survived an abortion begun at 

Pendergraft's Orlando Women's Center; her mother 

was never seen by the doctor during the abortion 

procedure. Court records indicate "JH" was born at 

22 weeks' gestation, weighing less than 2 pounds. 

The girl suffers from catastrophic health issues 

including cerebral palsy, lung damage, seizure 

disorders and other cognitive delays. Pendergraft is 

uninsured, and he may be forced to close his 5 

abortion businesses in Florida. He also owns a late-

term abortion clinic in Washington, D.C.  

[SOURCES: 8/16/11 - LifeNews.com; 8/16/11 - 

Palm Beach Post News]  

Federal Court                           

Strikes Down ObamaCare Mandate 

The 3-judge panel of the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of 

Appeals in Atlanta ruled Friday that the mandate 

requiring Americans to buy health insurance is 

unconstitutional. In the 2-1 decision, the judges 

found Obamacare went beyond the power granted 

to the federal government under the Constitution's 

commerce clause. In June a lower court -- the 6th 

Circuit -- upheld the law in a suit filed by 26 states; 

a third appellate decision is expected soon. The 

conflicting rulings could bring the case before the 

U.S. Supreme Court for consideration, perhaps as 

soon as this fall.  [SOURCE: 8/12/11 - CitizenLink] 
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World First - Family                             

Can Harvest Eggs from Dead Teen 

An Israeli court has allowed a family to extract and 

freeze the eggs from the ovaries of their teenage 

daughter after she died in a car accident. Chen Aida 

Ayash, 17, lost her life August 3rd in a Jerusalem 

hospital. The family obtained the right to extract the 

girl's eggs in what is believed to be the first such 

legal decision of its kind in Israel and possibly the 

world. The court would not allow a request to have 

the eggs fertilized. The ruling raises concerns such 

as the inability of the deceased to give consent and 

the ethical dilemma of a mother giving birth after 

her death.  [SOURCE: 8/12/11 - Daily Mail 

Reporter] 

August 24, 2011 

Fewer Doctors                         
Willing  to Perform Abortions, 

Study Finds  

A new report reveals 97% of ob-gyns have 

encountered patients seeking abortions, yet only 

14% have been willing to provide abortions. The 

nationwide study, published Monday in the journal 

Obstetrics and Gynecology, is based on survey 

results from more than 1,100 ob-gyns. The current 

study shows that a doctor's age, gender, location 

and religious affiliation affected their decision to 

perform abortions. Nearly 19% of female 

physicians would provide abortion services 

(compared with 11% of males). Physicians aged 26 

through 35 are the most likely to offer abortions and 

those from 56-65 years were the next likely. Ob-

gyns in the Northeast or West are more likely to 

offer abortion compared with physicians in the 

South or Midwest, while urban doctors are more 

likely than rural doctors to perform abortions. 

About 40% of Jewish doctors, 27% of physicians 

with no religious affiliation, 20% of Hindus, 10% of 

non-evangelical Protestants, 9% of Roman 

Catholics or Eastern Orthodox churchgoers, and 1% 

of evangelical ob-gyns reported that they would 

provide abortions.  [SOURCE: 8/23/11 - 

LifeNews.com]  

Stem Cell Study                               

Reveals Parkinson's Breakthrough 

Scientists for the first time have generated patient-

derived human stem cells from the skin of a 

Parkinson's patient with one of the most rapidly 

progressing forms of the disease to create brain 

nerve cells. The report was published online 

Tuesday in the journal Nature Communications by a 

team led by the University of Edinburgh. The 

scientists took the skin cell samples and produced 

induced pluripotent stem cells that could then be 

differentiated into these key brain neurons. The 

development could help researchers determine why 

certain nerve cells die. "Current drugs for 

Parkinson's alleviate symptoms of the condition. 

Modelling the disease in a dish with real 

Parkinson's neurons enables us to test drugs that 

may halt or reverse the condition," said Dr. Tilo 

Kunath from the University of Edinburgh's team. 

  

Meanwhile, researchers from Tel Aviv University 

found cells taken from the mouth could be used to 

treat neurological conditions such as Parkinson's 

disease. They found that the mouth membrane cells 

could be manipulated into adult stem cells.  

[SOURCES: 8/23/11 - Medical News Today; 

8/24/11 - seriousinjurylaw.co.uk] 

Deaths Reignite Euthanasia Debate           

in France 

A doctor was charged August 12 with assisting in 

four elderly patients' deaths in France. Dr. Nicolas 

Bonnemaison, an emergency room physician at 

Bayonne hospital, admitted in court that he had 

administered lethal injections to the patients 

between April and August. The most recent death 

involved a 92-year-old woman who died August 3. 

Nurses had raised concerns the previous months 

after a number of suspicious deaths in the hospital's 

emergency ward had occurred. "These are acts of 

extreme seriousness and totally prohibited by law," 

the local prosecutor stated. The doctor is currently 

released on bail. The case has sparked a renewed 

debate over assisted suicide in France where the 

practice is banned.  [SOURCE: 8/16/11 - BioEdge] 
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"For you created my inmost being;  
you knit me together in my mother's womb.  

I praise you because 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made"  

(Psalm 139:13-14a). 
 

 

   

Saturday Crew 

September 3
rd

  #1 Crego Crew 

September 10
th

  #2 Mayers Crew 

September 17
th

  #3 Shelly Gardner & Sheryl 

Barnes 

September 24
th

  #4 Kunde Crew 

October 1
st
  New 4

th
 Quarter Cleaning 

Crews 

Church cleaning is usually done on Saturdays but 

can also be done on Thursdays or Fridays.  A check 

list will be found in the Janitorôs closet.  Thanks to 

all who help clean our house of worship.
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September 

BBii rr tthhddaayyss  &&   AAnnnnii vveerr ssaarr ii eess  

  
3 ï Cheryl Lupu 

3 ï Kirstin Noyes 

   8 ï Janet Dagen 

8 ï Gladys Hudson 

9 ï Lydia Plashek 

9 ï William Plashek 

9 ï Ashley Crego 

11 ï Wayne Pennell 

11 ï Micah Widder 

11 ï Cheryl & Kevin Lupu 

12 ï Joseph Brown 

13 ï Tyler Karhoff 

14 ï Ross & Patt Bannister 

16 ï Dean Porter 

17 ï Mark Widder 

19 ï Charles Crandell 

20 ï Harold Adams 

23 ï Ashley Barnes. 

25 ï Ben McCracken 

26 ï Eve Brown 

27 ï Alyssa Brown 

30 ï Tayah Lupu 
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Pentecost 12, September 4, 2011 

Monday Exodus 14:10-31 

Tuesday James 1:2-8,12 

Wednesday Matthew 14:22-23 

Thursday Psalm 73 

Friday 1 Kings 19:3-8 

Saturday Hebrews 5:11-6:3 

Sunday John 6:41-51 

Pentecost 13, September 11 2011 

Monday Joshua 2:8-21 

Tuesday Romans 11:13-15,28-32 

Wednesday Matthew 15:21-28 

Thursday Psalm 142 

Friday Proverbs 9:1-6 

Saturday Ephesians 5:15-20 

Sunday John 6:51-58 

Pentecost 14, September 18, 2011 

Monday Joshua 4:1-9 

Tuesday Revelation 7:1-8 

Wednesday Matthew 16:13-20 

Thursday Psalm 34 

Friday Exodus 7:8-13 

Saturday Hebrew 11:24-28 

Sunday John 6:60-69 

Pentecost 15, September 25, 2011 

Monday Judges 16:22-31 

Tuesday Galatians 6:12-16 

Wednesday Matthew 16:21-26 

Thursday Psalm 121 

Friday Deuteronomy 4:1,2,6-9 

Saturday James 1:17-27 

Sunday Mark 7:1-8,14,15,21-23 


